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CHAPTER  I 


IHTRQDaCTIOH  TO  THE  STUDY 

Within  recent  years  there  has  been  a  tendency 
in  residential  schools  for  the  blind  to  placo  more  and 
more  emphasis  on  wise  use  of  leisure  time  through  planned 
recreational  activities.  According  to  Quirnby  (23),  the 
development  of  leisure  time  and  socializing  activities 
was  one  of  eight  trends  marking  the  modern  period  in  the 
education  of  the  visually  handicapped.  Among  these 
activities  were  those  provided  through  the  program  offered 
by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  It  was  noted  In  the  Handbook 
for  Boys  (3),  that  mental,  physical,  and  moral  development 
were  pledged  by  all  members  of  this  organisation  and  were 
also  basic  principles  to  all  of  its  activities.  Post  [22) 
has  indicated  that. 

Merit  Badgo  work,  hikes,  and  camping  trips  of 
the  Boy  Scout  Troops  provide  interesting 
activities  for  the  leisure  time  for  boys  of 
the  intermediate  age  group  (p.  12? )  • 

Residential  schools  for  the  blind  were  among 
the  first  organizations  to  realize  the  many  opportuni ties 
offered  handicapped  children  by  the  Scout  Program.  According 
to  Buell  (if).  The  Kentucky  Report,  a  pamphlet  published  by 
The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind,  reported  the  organization 
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of  a  Boy  Scout  Troop  in  1911,  only  one  year  after  Incor¬ 
poration  of  the  Scout  movement,  Buell  (1|)  also  stated: 
"Scout  Troops  were  organised  at  Overbrook  in  1912  and 
Pittsburgh  a  year  lator?f  (p.  2? )  •  Murray  (6)  found  that 
by  1933#  there  wore  fifteen  troops  for  tho  visually  hand! 
capped  in  the  Uni tod  States  with  some  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  boy3  participating.  Material  gathered  by  the 
National  Headquarters  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  (60) 
revealed  that  there  W9re  twenty-nine  Troops  in  schools 
for  the  blind  in  July,  195>ll-»  and  in  addition  to  these 
Troops  in  the  residential  schools  for  the  blind,  there 
were  also  two  other  Troops  exclusively  for  the  blind. 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  determine 
the  extent  and  success  of  Scouting  in  residential  schools 
for  tho  blind*  In  tho  organisation  of  this  study,  the 
following  four  purposes  were  set  forth: 

A,  To  study  and  analyse  Scout  Programs  in 
residential  schools  for  the  blind  in  tho 
United  States  and  Hawaii* 

B,  To  compare  progress  of  these  programs  in 
different  schools, 

C,  To  determine  both  weaknesses  and  desirable 
features  in  these  programs. 
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D.  To  make  suggestions  and  ro commendations  as 
to  how  Scout  Programs  may  be  improved  in 
the  future. 


Significance 


Segregation,  as  noted  by  Prampton  (6),  had  been 
a  criticism  of  residential  schools  for  more  than  a  century. 
Further  evidence  of  this  criticism  was  written  by  Pinor  (21) 
in  the  following  quotation: 

With  most  blind  children,  the  school  is 
home,  and  the  paternal  roof  is  only  a  tem¬ 
porary  abiding  place.  It  is  our  business  to 
invest  our  institutions  a 3  nearly  as  may  bo  with 
the  sanctities  of  home,  and  the  practical  wis¬ 
dom  home  discipline,  and  the  concrete  contact 
with  the  human  affairs  accorded  to  seeing  child¬ 
ren  by  virtue  of  their  freedom  in  growing  up 
with  the  world  instead  of  apart  from  the  world 

(p*  52). 

Almost  fifty  years  later  Quimby  (23),  in  his  writings  which 
concerned  the  obligations  of  residential  schools  for  the 
blind  stated: 

Our  schools  are  obligated  to  recognize 
that  building  human  understanding  is  a  must. 

Only  so  can  we  graduate  students  who  can  face 
the  world  with  a  realistic  attitude  and  genuine 
self-confidence  (p,  21). 

If  residential  schools  for  the  blind  were  to 
meet  these  obligations,  continuous  effort  had  to  be  made 
so  that  the  blind  child  would  come  in  contact  with  the 
seeing  world*  Since  Scouting  offered  many  opportunities 
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for  such  contacts,  It  was  apparent  that  every  residential 
school  for  the  blind  had  to  strive  for  the  improvement  of 
its  Scouting  program. 

This  study  was  planned  to  discover  both  weak¬ 
nesses  and  desirable  features  of  organized  programs  of 
Scouting  in  schools  for  the  blind.  Data  presented  in 
this  study  may  be  of  value  for  improving  programs  which 
wore  in  existence  and  programs  which  will  be  organized  in 
the  future. 

While  many  articles  that  concerned  Scouting  for 
the  handicapped  have  been  written,  no  organized  study 
similar  to  the  one  presented  hero  has  been  published.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  findings  which  are  prosentf3d  in  this 
study  will  bo  of  value  in  the  future* 

Definitions  of  Terms 

For  the  purposes  of  clarification,  some  of  the 
more  common  terms  used  in  this  study  are  defined  here: 
Plindneas 

The  following  definition  of  blindness  as  3tated 

by  Farrell  (5),  has  been  generally  accepted: 

...  a  person  is  considered  blind  who  ha3  a 
visual  acuity  of  20/200  or  less  in  the  better 
eye  with  proper  correction,  or  limitation  in  the 
field  of  vision  such  that  the  widest  diameter  of 
the  visual  field  subtends  an  angular  distance  no 
greater  than  twenty  degrees  (p.  1?). 


I  lo  erii  no\  ©vlrr$a  oj  b^::J  i  »d$  *so!  Xoodoe 


. 


crt^tqr  .  o.  *j; 

ieiro3ef,,>  ol  boa ct»Lz  aux  e.  rlT 


_ ^  .  ..  « 


■  •  'i  a  -  i  =■;  '  -  \>-  *  i  p  on 


'i  ©a  .  "■  ...  .  C.  .:.  f*  .  ■■  ,-*  : 


1  .  2  riel  ©ulAV  1 C  <  f  I.-  Bldl 


»>  i  •.■..  1  c.li 


. .  .  -•  ••  "  ...  e.ii 


i  S  *  Q 


s  t  ,  0  ’  a  8  ••  >  set-  m  <  ©  • 


6  15  v  :i\-  •  1  r  -  mo* 


.  'JVC  "  .  1  .- 


■.*■  n  •  lid  J.  2)  tlftlilfl 


m*  *34  01  -  h:  lid  6©*io  lat  ry  i  nc  S  '  {  B  .  .  . 

. 


*ri*  nl  fio  l$*$lr  ‘ T  ^r©  tiiVj  $o©t  o.  ©v© 

lo  'i©$©m©2b  tfeeblw  eri,  $ari$  dnua  rxo’alv  lo  61©2i 
«  ;•  .  •  1  ;  «  *  k  '  '...■•  -• 

.  ..  *q)  e©fVT  if  ^$cpw$  aad 


Scouting 


The  term  ’’Scouting’1  or  ’’Scout  Program”  generally 
refers  to  the  organized  program  recommended  by  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  for  Cub  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  and  Explorer 
Scouts.  In  this  study  the  term  ’’Scouting”  refers  to  that 
portion  of  the  program  offered  the  Boy  Scout,  aged  eleven 
to  fourteen,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

Procedure 

In  ordor  to  obtain  data  that  concerned  Scouting 
in  residential  schools  for  the  blind,  several  methods  for 
securing  information  were  employed.  Following  an  inter¬ 
view  with  H.  L.  Gaskin,  Scout  Executive  of  the  Capitol 

i 

Area  Council,  in  Austin,  Texas,  a  letter  wa3  mailed  to 
Harry  K.  Eby.  A  copy  of  this  letter  which  requested 
materials  related  to  Scouting  for  the  blind  is  found  in 
Appendix  B.  In  reply  to  this  letter,  a  directory  of  four 

hundred  Scout  Troops  for  the  handicapped  and  several  re- 

* 

/ 

prints  of  magazine  articles  related  to  handicapped  Scouts 
were  received. 

Since  all  schools  for  the  blind  do  not  sponsor 
Scout  Troops  but  since  some  of  their  students  do  participate 
in  local  organizations,  it  was  decided  that  questionnaires 
would  bo  mailed  to  all  residential  schools  for  the  blind. 
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A  list  of  the  forty-eight  schools  for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States  and  Hawaii  which  received  ques tionnaires 
in  tho  spring  of  1955  may  be  found  in  Appendix  A.  A 
letter  which  explained  the  general  nature  of  the  study, 
and  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  for  the  convenience 
of  the  recipients  accompanied  each  questionnaire.  Copies 
of  the  questionnaire  and  letter  are  al3o  included  in 
Appendix  A.  The  questionnaire  contained  thirty- two  questions 
which  were  designed  to  require  a  minimum  of  tine  and  effort 
to  answer.  Of  the  forty-oight  schools  contacted,  thirty- 
eight  replied. 

Information  received  from  tho  returned  question¬ 
naires  was  tabulated  and  analyzed.  Findings  based  on  this 
data  are  presented  in  the  latter  part  of  this  study. 

A  considerable  amount  of  bibliographical  research 
was  don©  throughout  the  entire  study.  Sources  for  this 
research  were  the  libraries  of  The  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  The  University  of  Texas,  The  Texas  School 
for  the  Blind,  The  National  Scout  Headquarters,  The  Austin 
Public  Library,  and  the  local  Boy  Scout  office.  ?4uch  of 
tho  material  obtained  throurh  these  sources  is  presented 
in  Chapter  II  of  this  thesis. 


Other  methods  of  collecting  data  were:  (1) 
through  personal  interview,  (2)  through  correspondence. 
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and  (3)  through  inspection  of  records  in  the  local  Scout 
office. 

Organization  of  the  Thesis 

This  thesis  was  divided  into  four  chapters.  In 
Chapter  T,  The  Purpose,  Significance,  Definitions  of  Terms, 
Procedure,  and  Organization  of  the  Thesis  have  been  in¬ 
cluded.  A  brief  history  of  The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and 
a  historical  review  of  literature  related  to  Scouting  for 
the  blind  is  presented  in  Chapter  II,  while  Chapter  III 
is  devoted  to  an  analysis  of  the  results  of  the  survey  of 
Scouting  in  residential  schools  for  the  blind.  In  the 
fourth  and  final  chapter,  a  summary,  conclusions,  suggestions, 
and  recommendations  were  made. 
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CHAPTER  II 


REVIEW  OF  LITERATURE 

Early  Hi3tory  of  Scouting  in  England  and  America 

The  history  of  The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  began 
with  a  logand  of  an  incident  which  occurred  on  a  foggy 
night  in  the  streets  of  London#  Accounts  of  this  incident 
by  Oursler  (10),  Murray  (3),  and  Tho  Handbook  for  Boys  (3), 
vary,  but  as  a  result  of  it  tho  ideas  and  lives  of  more 
than  twenty  million  Americans  have  boon  shaped  or  molded 
to  somo  extent  by  tho  concepts  of  tho  organization  which 
followed# 

In  his  book,  Tho  Boy  Scout  Story,  0ur3lor  (10) 
related  tho  following  account  of  the  beginning  of  the  Boy 
Scout  organization.  In  tho  autumn  of  1909 »  William  D. 
Boyce,  a  Chicago  publisher  and  world  traveler,  wa3  visiting 
In  the  British  Capitol  when  he  became  lost  in  the  mist- 
shrouded  streets.  While  he  hesitated  at  an  intersection, 
uncertain  as  to  what  turn  he  should  take,  the  publisher 
encountered  a  boy  who  offered  to  guide  him  to  his  desti¬ 
nation.  On  arrival  at  his  destination  Boyce  offered  tho 
lad  a  shilling  which,  according  to  Oursler* s  (10)  account, 
was  refused  by  tho  boy  with  tho  explanation  that  ho  was  a 
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Boy  Scout  and  could  not  accept  tips  .for  his  services.  Puzzled 
by  the  youth* 3  reply  and  persistent  refusal,  the  publisher 
questioned  the  boy  concerning  this  organization,  ’’The  Boy 
Scouts’’.  The  youth  explained  that  General  Baden- Powell  had 
founded  the  movement  and  that  the  organization  had  an  office 
on  Henrietta  Straot. 

On  the  following  afternoon  Boyce  vi3itod  the 
famed  British  military  hero.  General  Robert  S.  Badon- 
Powell  at  his  cluttered  little  office.  In  the  interview 
that  followed,  Baden- Powell  told  Boyce  of  his  Scouting 
movement  and  how  boys  from  all  over  England  had  formed 
new  Troops.  According  to  Oursler  (10),  Baden- Powell  told 
the  American: 

•  .  .  thi3  was  Scouting  for  youth,  not  grown 
men;  Scouting  for  peace  not  for  war;  the  army 
of  boys  springing  up  was  concerned  not  with 
guns  and  killing,  but  with  the  excitement  of 
the  out-of-doors,  the  forest,  the  trail,  the 
campfire,  with  learning  to  read  and  understand 
the  signs  and  languages  of  nature  (pp.  13-llf)* 

William  D.  Murray *s  (8)  account  of  the  early 
history  of  the  Boy  Scout3  in  America  revealed  that  several 
days  later  Boyce  returned  to  America  with  a  trunk  full  of 
literature.  Insignias,  and  uniforms.  Boyce,  a  pioneer  in 
organizing  boys  as  a  sales  force,  had  from  20,000  to  30,000 
boys  in  hi 3  employ  at  all  times;  but  never  before  had  he 
been  so  impressed  a3  was  he  by  tho  London  youth  and  the 
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good  turn  of  Paden- Powell  * s  Scouting.  On  advice  from  his 

friend,  Colin  H.  Livingstone,  the  Chicago  publisher  engaged 

the  services  of  the  law  firm  of  Rolston,  Siddons  and 

Richardson  of  Washington,  D.  C.  to  take  legal  action  to 

incorporate  the  Boy  Scout  idea.  As  a  result  of  this 

action,  on  February  8,  1910,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  became  a  reality.  Murray  (8) 

also  stated  that  Scouting  was  by  no  means 

•  .  .  the  first  attompt  at  an  organization  to 
work  with  and  for  boys.  In  the  early  days  of 
Scouting  in  England,  Baden- Powell  looked  to  the 
Boys1  Brigade  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  help  in 
organisation.  In  addition  to  these  organiza¬ 
tions  we  had  the  Big  Brother  Movement,  Play 
Ground  Associations,  Athletic  Leagues,  The 
Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew,  Knights  of  King 
Arthur,  Knights  of  The  Holy  Grail,  The  Wood¬ 
craft  Indians  and  Sons  of  Daniol  Boone  in 
America  prior  to  1910  (p.  l£). 

As  can  be  3'^en  from  the  writings  of  Murray  (8), 

The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  owed  much  to  Ernest  Thompson 

Seton  and  Daniel  Carter  Beard,  founders  of  ftThe  Woodcraft 

Indians”  and  the  society  of  !*The  Sons  of  Daniel  Boone” 

respectively.  According  to  Murray  (8); 

Much  of  the  Indian  lore,  woodcraft,  camping 
conservation  and  virtuous  living  practiced  by 
S c ou 1 3  all  over  the  world  can  be  traced  to 
these  men  and  their  organizations  (pp.  17-18). 

Even  in  a  brief  account  such  as  this  of  the 
history  of  Scouting  it  would  be  incomplete  to  omit  the 
name  of  Edgar  Robinson  who  in  the  view  of  some  early 
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Scotitars  deserved  to  be  callod  the  "Father"  of  tho  move¬ 
ment.  In  Murray’s  (8)  account  of  the  early  history  of 
the  T'oy  Scouts  in  America,  he  relates  that  in  the  spring 
of  1909 »  even  before  Boyce  incorporated  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America,  Robinson  sent  orders  to  all  units  of  the 
Y.  M,  C.  A.  to  support  and  aid  any  boy  or  boy3  seeking 
to  organize  a  Scout  Troop.  By  fall  of  the  same  year, 
Robinson  found  himsolf  deep  in  plans  to  develop  a  full 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Scout  program. 

According  to  Ours lor  (10),  in  May  of  1910# 
Robinson  and  friends  met  with  Boyce  at  the  latter’s  office 
in  Chicago.  After  they  realised  that  tho  Scout  movement 
wa3  too  big  for  any  one  Individual  and  could  not  bo  suc¬ 
cessfully  launched  as  a  private  business  or  part-time 
hobby;  the  two  men  agreed  on  a  merger.  The  newly  formed 
organization  functioned  under  the  leadership  of  Robinson 
and  his  associates  while  Boyce  furnished  one  thousand 
dollars  a  month  with  the  restriction  that  It  remain  an 
independent  organization  solely  for  the  benefit  of  boys 
regardless  of  race  or  faith.  Some  time  later,  Robinson 
and  John  Alexander,  serving  as  the  staff,  opened  the  first 
office  of  The  Boy  Scout3  of  America  in  a  room  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  tho  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In  New  York  City. 

Scouting,  like  the  adolescent,  grew  so  rapidly 
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in  which  we  work  to  beat  it  that  counts*  Thore 
are  few  handicaps  that  can  not  be  turned  into 
positive  assets  if  we  intensely  desire  to  do  so* 

Yes,  there  are  few  handicaps  so  serious 
that  you  can  not  overcome  them  if  you  really 
want  to.  The  thing  to  do  is  to  turn  them  into 
assets*  Don’t  burden  yourself  with  the  need¬ 
less  handicaps  of  indecision,  wobbly  willpower 
and  laziness*  Have  a  goal l  Decide  what  you 
want,  and  the  steps  to  achieve  it  (pp.  4.1,  43)* 


Scouting  In  Schools  for  the  Blind 


Soon  after  the  incorporation  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
in  1910,  plans  for  Scout  Troops  in  schools  for  the  blind 
were  made.  From  the  1911  issue  of  Tho  Kentucky  Report  (l6), 
a  bulletin  prepared  by  tho  Kentucky  School  for  tho  Blind, 
it  was  noted  that  a  Boy  Scout  unit  had  boon  organ! zod  at 
the  school*  This  school  probably  had  the  first  Boy  Scout 
troop  in  a  residential  school  for  the  blind*  Buell  (4) 
stated: 

Dan  Beard,  who  was  for  many  years  the  chief 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  visited  the 
troop  in  1911.  Scout  troops  were  organized 
at  Overbrook  in  1912  and  Pittsburgh  a  year 
later  (p.  27). 

Buell  (4)  also  stated  that  about  1912,  Raymond 
Warren  was  employed  by  the  Michigan  School  for  tho  Blind 
as  an  industrial  teacher*  Mr.  Warren  was  intensely  interested 
in  boy3!  activities  and  much  of  his  spare  time  was  spent  in 
organizing  a  Boy  Scout  troop  and  various  athletic  teams. 
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A3  early  as  1912,  an  account  of  a  discussion  on 
the  organization  of  Boy  Scouts  and  Camp  Fire  Girls  was 
found  in  the  report  of  the  National  Association  of  In¬ 
structors  of  the  Blind.  The  group  present  at  this  meeting 
commended  the  movement.  In  his  article,  " Physical  Training”, 
bolter  (18)  stated:  "Mr.  A.  H.  Cox  of  Pittsburgh,  Superinten¬ 
dents  McAloney,  Green  and  Hooper  and  Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  of 
Wisconsin  entered  Into  the  discussion  with  zest”  (p.  67). 

Two  years  later  at  the  International  Conference 
for  the  Blind,  in  1914*  Pelrson-Webber  (20),  wrote  an 
article  which  recommended  that  Scouting  be  Introduced  into 
all  schools  for  the  blind.  This  article  contained  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  tho  work  already  done  in  this  area. 

The  report  of  tho  United  States  Commissioners  of 

Education  in  1916,  included  an  article  by  James  K.  V/est  (12) 

which  stated  the  following  purpose  of  Scouting: 

It  does  not  seek  to  supersede  the  home,  church, 
or  school,  but  to  supplement  these  institutions, 
largely  In  tho  leisure  time  of  the  boy;  and  to 
Impart  by  means  of  Its  own  programs  and  exer¬ 
cises  the  virtues  of  chivalry,  honor  and  good 
citizenship  (p.  44D* 

He  also  stated: 

Its  program  offers  to  the  boy  a  well-rounded 
mental,  physical,  and  moral  experience,  largely 
out-of-doors,  and  calculated  to  develop  a  love 
of  country,  God,  and  neighbor  (p.  44l). 

In  the  same  articlo,  West  (12)  quoted  Charles  W.  Eliot, 
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president  emeritus  of  Harvard,  as  saying,  ’‘The  Boy  Scout 
Movement  i3  setting  an  example  that  our  whole  public-school 
system  ought  to  follow'’  (p.  445)*  West  also  stated  that 
James  B.  Russell,  dean  of  Teacher’s  College,  Columbia 
University  had  said:  MI  regard  the  Scout  Movement  as  one 
of  the  rao3t  valuable  educational  agencies  of  this  genera¬ 
tion”  (pp.  445-446)*  Certainly  the  same  purposes  and  values 
of  Scouting,  as  stated  in  West’s  article,  applied  to  resi¬ 
dential  schools  for  the  blind  as  part  of  the  American 
education  system. 

A  paper  which  concerned  social  activities  con¬ 
tributing  to  dlsciplino  was  offered  by  Eleanor  A.  Alison  (26) 
at  the  thirtieth  convention  of  the  American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind.  In  reply  to  a  questionnaire  sent 
to  twenty-five  schools,  five  of  the  schools  rated  Scouting 
first.  Only  parties  which  included  dancing  or  games  were 
rated  above  Scouting  by  more  of  the  schools.  Difficulty 
in  evaluation  of  leisure  activities  as  to  the  order  of 
importance  was  stressed  by  Wilson  (26)  in  the  following 
quotation; 

Realising  the  difficulty  in  selecting  any  ac¬ 
tivity  as  first  since  each  has  a  peculiar 
function  of  its  own  the  author  feels  that 
the  replies  are  both  interesting  and  thought- 
provoking  (p.  553)* 

An  articlo  entitled,  ’’The  Boy  Scout  Program  and 
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Its  Contribution  to  tho  Blind”,  by  Janos  E.  West  (56) 
appeared  in  The  Teachers  Forum  in  1932.  West  stated  that 
on  one  occasion  he  was  asked  of  what  practical  valuo 
Scouting  would  be  for  handicapped  children  who  found  it 
difficult  to  move  about  and  perform  many  of  the  skills 
associated  with  the  organization.  He  replied  that  Scouting 
wa3  so  rich  and  varied  that  It  provided  good  training  for 
all  boys,  handicapped  or  otherwise.  Character  building, 
citizenship,  responsibility.  Initiative,  independence,  and 
self-reliance  wore  but  a  few  of  the  desirable  qualitios 
acquired  through  Scouting  according  to  West  (56). 

According  to  West  (56),  Achievement  Scouting 
and  tho  Merit  Badge  Program  v/ere  also  recognized  as  a  means 
of  discovery  of  talents  which  could  be  very  valuable  in 
later  life.  Through  practico  of  The  Good  Turn,  The  Scout 
Oath  and  Laws,  Scouting  resulted  in  good  conduct,  moral 
fibre,  character,  and  a  degree  of  self-conti'ol. 

In  the  same  issue  of  The  Teachers  Forum.  H.  0. 
Griffin  (3lf)  wrote  an  article  related  to  Scouting  at  the 
North  Carolina  School  for  the  Blind.  He  stated  that  in 
January,  1926,  the  first  Scout  Troop  was  organized  with 
fourteen  members.  Jack  Lineberry,  son  of  the  Superintendent 
at  tho  school  and  member  of  a  Scout  Troop  in  the  city,  was 
Instrumental  in  the  organization  of  this  Troop.  By  1932, 
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tho  Troop  contained  thirty  boys  with  four  patrols. 

Bone  substitutions  for  requirements  wore  found 
necessary  in  order  for  the  boys  of  Troop  22  at  North 
Carolina  School  for  the  Blind  to  advance.  This  article 
described  substitution  of  three  tables  with  fifteen 
articles  on  each  for  the  Show  Window  or  Tracking  Test, 

Boys  who  wished  to  pass  the  test  on  Star  Constellations 
wore  required  to  place  stars  on  a  piece  of  cardboard  with 
thumb  tacks  and  then  give  a  full  description  of  the  con- 
stellations •  Bird  study  Tests  were  passed  by  recognition 
of  songs  of  birds  and  then  the  Scout  was  required  to  give 
a  full  description  of  the  bird  and  its  habits, 

Griffin  also  stated  that  ono  of  the  agricultural 
papors  sponsored  a  contest  offering  prises  for  the  best 
essay  written  on  birds.  To  tho  surprise  of  everyone  in 
tho  community,  the  first  prise  was  won  by  one  of  the  boys 
In  the  Blind  Boy  Scout  Troop*  Further  evidence  that  a  real 
Troop  existed  at  the  North  Carolina  School  was  shov/n  by 
the  fact  that  tho  Troop  won  the  Scout  Swimming  Meet  from 
the  other  Troops  in  the  city  and  county, 

Griffin  (3lf)  made  the  following  statement  con¬ 
cerning  camping: 

Our  boys  do  tho  necessary  fire-building  and 
cooking  to  pass  all  required  tests.  They  find 
great  pleasure  in  being  taught  these  activities 
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out  In  the  woods*  About  once  oach  month  our 
troop  goes  into  the  woods,  where  we  cook  our 
3upper.  There  we  toll  Jokes,  stories,  riddles, 
and  play  games.  V/e  have  a  quartet  composed  of 
a  violin,  harmonica,  guitar,  and  ukelelc,  and  by 
singing  wo  can  always  find  plenty  to  entertain  us 
during  those  trips.  Once  each  year  we  spend  a 
week-end  at  the  Boy  Scout  camp,  which  is  about 
ten  miles  from  our  school  (pp.  13-llj.). 

In  1932,  Miss  Kathryn  Maxfield  (1^0)  wrote  an 
editorial  in  The  Teachers  Forum  stating  that  Scouting  was 
bringing  an  interesting  and  constructive  program  to  handi- 
cappod  boys  and  girls  in  England,  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  Evidence  of  this  type  of  activity  far  beyond  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  America  was  cited  by  Maxfield  in  a  quotation 
from  a  letter  to  the  National  Girl  Scout  Organization.  The 
School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  in  Pa say,  Pizal,  Philippine 
Islands  wrote  that  they  had  three  Boy  Scout  Troops,  one  for 
tho  blind  and  two  for  the  deaf,  which  wore  very  successful. 

A  fooling  that  Scouting  helped  to  build  and  mold  good 
character  and  had  a  fine  influence  on  the  lives  of  tho 
boy3  was  also  oxprossod  in  tho  letter  from  the  school.  At 
tho  Annual  Piold  Moat  In  which  fifty  troops  participated. 
Troop  II  from  Pa3ay  School  won  the  Hotary  Silver  Cup  four 
yoar3  out  of  seven. 

An  article  doscribing  the  value  of  Scouting  for 
3ightles3  boys  was  written  by  Ray  0.  Wyland  (57),  Director 
of  Education,  National  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  in 
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1934*  Much  of  the  m&torlal  in  this  article  was  identical 
to  the  material  referred  to  earlier  and  written  by  James  E* 
West*  Wyland  indicated  particular  value  of  participation 
of  troop  and  patrol  as  a  means  of  developing  self-reliance, 
initiative,  and  independence*  There  was  little  doubt  as  to 
the  value  of  the  psychological  effect  of  the  program  for 
handicapped  boys. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1934*  Bay  0*  by land  (57) 
announced  that  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
was  putting  Into  Braille  the  Handbook  for  Boys*  There  was 
little  doubt  that  the  blind  Scout  received  this  news  with 
great  anticipation.  As  was  pointed  out  by  Oursler  (10) 
the  Handbook  for  Boys  was  second  only  to  the  Bible  in  all- 
time  sales. 

Values  of  the  Boy  Scout  Program  in  a  residential 
school  for  the  blind  were  discussed  in  a  paper  at  the 
thirty-second  convention  of  The  American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind  by  II*  C.  Griffin  (155*  He  stated 
that  there  were  three  values  in  Scouting  for  blind  boys; 
"First  it  helps  his  physical  life;  second,  his  moral  life; 
third,  his  religious  life”  (p.  112).  Griffin  (15)  also 
said: 

The  Boy  Scouts  in  the  schools  for  the  blind  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  showing  those  outside 
that  they  can  master  the  essential  things  required 
of  all  Boy  Scouts  (p.  112). 
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Further  evidence  of  physical  development  through  swimming, 
hiking,  building  pyramids,  and  playing  games  in  order  to 
enjoy  life  with  sighted  friends  in  other  Scout  Troops  was 
also  shown  by  the  author.  A  need  for  improved  morals 
through  Scouting  a3  cited  by  individuals  who  have  taken 
their  training  in  a  school  for  the  blind  v/as  also  discussed. 
The  Boy  Scout  11  Good  Turn”  has  been  utilized  to  replace  the 
bad  which  we  find  in  some  of  the  blind  schools  and  at  the 
same  time  helped  the  boy  to  live  a  better  life  through  a 
desire  to  help  others.  In  conclusion,  the  importance  of 
the  Scout  Oath  and  Laws  to  stimulate  religious  duties  in 
the  church  of  the  boy*s  choice  v/as  discussed. 

Early  In  1936,  Palmer  (I|3)»  the  oditor  of  The 
Teachers  Forum,  wrote  concerning  the  purchase  of  a  Boy 
Scout  hut  at  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  Tennessee.  This 
project  was  financed  through  cooperation  of  service  clubs 
in  Kashville .  In  the  same  article  it  wa3  also  reported 
that  the  Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind  had  built  a  large 
cabin  for  the  use  of  its  Scouts  and  other  students.  In 
suitable  weather  this  cabin  was  in  constant  use.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  construction  of  a  hut  at  the  California 
School  for  the  Blind  through  the  use  of  Federal  Funds. 

Much  of  the  material  which  Palmer  (Mg)  quoted 
from  the  April,  1936,  issue  of  the  Girl  Scout  Leader  was 
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also  applicable  to  tho  camp  program  for  handicapped  Boy 
Scouts.  According  to  Palmer  (44)  tho  Girl  Scout  Loader 

stated: 

Authorities,  both  outside  and  within  the  National 
Girl  Scout  Organization,  believe  that  the  Girl 
Scout  outdoor  and  nature  programs  hold  limit¬ 
less  possibilities  of  physical  stimulus,  social 
adjustment,  development,  and  happiness  fox-’  the 
physically  handicapped  Girl  Scout  (p.  98). 

Palmer  (44)  further  stated,  that  according  to  the  article 

which  appeared  in  the  Girl  Scout  Leader,  problems  in  camps 

with  physically  handicapped  children  were  many  and  to  meet 

those  problems  the  following  suggestions  were  made: 

1.  Close  cooperation  with  the  authority, 
or  authorities,  caring  for  tho  child  or  chil¬ 
dren:  such  as  the  institution  head,  the  physician, 
the  school  nurse,  the  sight-saving  teacher. 

2.  Trained,  experienced,  competent  nurses 
and  counselors,  and  more  of  then  than  in  a  canp 
where  oyos  and  ear3,  hearts  and  legs  are  100 
per  cent  efficient. 

3*  A  plan  that  provides  for  as  many  needs 
as  can  be  foreseen. 

4.  Real  Girl  Scout  Camping. 

The  cost  of  camping  for  the  physically 
handicapped  is  greater  than  for  ordinary  camp¬ 
ing.  On  the  other  hand,  such  camping  makes  an 
especial  appeal. 

Prom  many  Girl  Scout  camps  come  reports  of 
physically  handicapped  Girl  Scouts,  one  or  per¬ 
haps  two  in  a  patrol,  who  are  masters  of  their 
limitation;  who  have  contributed  to  the  camp 
life;  and  who  have  gained  health,  new  skills, 
and  happiness  from  the  experience.  But  there 
are  also  reports  that  prove  that  the  limitations 
and  the  possibilities  of  each  and  every  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  girl  must  be  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  (pp.  9o-99 ) . 
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prevented  some  Scouts  from  realising  the  full  value  of 
the  program,  hurray  (8)  has  written  that  in  1923,  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  made  provision 
for  advancement  of  the  handicapped  Scout  through  the  Achieve¬ 
ment  Scout  Ranks.  These  Ranks  were  Class  I  and  Class  II 
and  were  adjusted  to  the  respective  handicaps.  Murray  (8) 
also  said: 


Under  this  plan  the  Scout  is  expected  to  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  which  he  is  capable 
and  in  consultation  with  his  Scoutmaster  to 
devise  and  moot  some  requirements  within  his 
physical  capacity  in  place  of  the  prescribed 
tests  he  is  unable  to  pass  (p. 


In  1933#  a  survey  was  made  by  the  Scout  Service 


of  Education  and,  according  to  Murray  (8),  revealed  the 
extent  of  special  troops  as  follows: 


Troops 


Deaf 

21 

Blind 

Vo 

Crippled 

34 

Feeble-minded 

7 

Delinquency  Areas 

193 

Orphanages 

31 

Settlements 

103 

Among  administrators 


Scouts 

509 

258 

377 

137 

4,431 

794 

2,010  (p.  390). 

and  teachers  for  the  blind 


there  were  some  individuals  who  felt  that  the  Scouting 


program  should  be  directed  by  men  who  were  not  employed 
by  the  school.  In  an  article,  "'Education  for  Social 

Living”,  Newman  (19)  wrote: 


1  : 1.  .  k  f  -  :ir  A 


io*xq  © 


-8»»Ir 

• $  o  I  $7l  ^riJ  o.i  '  a (.>£!)*  e-£<*w  bna 


•  Id  q«9  at  r  dolr!w  o  t*xJtjype  t  •rW*  Ila 


- 

.vlr  n  rWJtw  adnac  aitopw-i  ©ktoc  #  t&  bus  eeiveb 
•  <  *q)  ccat  ck*  :>J  snu  I  tJ.I  tfce*? 


♦Oivr  "  ■  oa::  on-*  x  I  t  -  i  aarr  -  «>v  a  ,y«  t 

- 

:  iwoi.ro  :  8JS  O  oc  1.  X.j  looqfc  V;  o^x* 

’ 

1C  r‘t+* 

i  '■  O  r-  *r  )«ei  ha  irtcJ  •"i  ’.  -i.b.-  ••  r; * 


i&vMtUrao 
el  tt  eZ3in& 


3nli  *ico£  ©r U  3*d3  $1*1  orfw  ©laxrb  l  -/ibrrf  tnrtor  sm©*'  ©rad* 
befoX<ir.ia  Jon  «aew  ©ri*  afce  (wa-nift  of  faltrtrf#  mi  ioaq 


Ja.  G^rv?  (?I)  «»niw  :  t  rjnlvlvl 


23 


Our  Boy  Scout  and  Cub  Scout  Troops  aro 
directed  by  outsiders.  The  boys  welcome  these 
acquaintances,  I  am  firmly  of  tho  opinion 
that  we  should  have  men  not  on  the  staff 
to  direct  these  activities,  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  meet  with  the  boys.  Vie  know 
that  in  the  world  at  large,  boys  have  their 
scouting  activities  directed  by  capable  and 
earnest  men,  and  so  It  should  be  with  us. 

A  bit  of  good  advice  from  the  outside  can 
help  much  in  the  way  of  right  living  (p.  Sk) • 

Camporoes,  parades,  community-wide  service  pro¬ 
jects,  and  many  other  similar  activities  sponsored  by 
local  councils  provided  social  contacts  for  visually  handi¬ 
capped  boys  in  residential  schools.  Such  contacts  were 
extremely  valuable  to  the  social  development  of  those 
students.  Rawls  (2l±)  said: 

Through  the  church,  public  schools  and  any 
other  organisation  which  will  cooperate, 
such  as  Scouts,  as  many  opportunities  as 
possible  must  be  provided  for  contacts  out¬ 
side  the  school,  particularly  with  children 
of  the  3ame  age  (p,  85?}. 

The  June,  1951*  issue  of  The  Cri poled  Child 
carried  an  article  by  Harry  K.  Eby  (32)  describing  some  of 
the  obstacles  which  confront  handicapped  Scouts,  Ronnie 
Saunders,  a  totally  blind  Scout  from  Culver  City,  California, 
found  it  difficult  to  obtain  his  Life  Saving  Merit  Badge. 
With  a  great  deal  of  patience,  tenacity  and  coaching  by 
lifeguards,  Ronnie  learned  to  judge  distance,  depth,  and 
keep  his  sense  of  direction  to  the  complete  satisfaction 
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of  the  examiner.  In  order  to  pa33  Bird  Study,  another  Merit 
Badge  which  presented  a  particular  problem  to  the  California 
youth,  books  on  birds  were  acquired  and  transcribed  into 
Braille.  Talking  book  recordings  of  bird  calls  from  the 
California  State  Library  proved  particularly  valuable  to 
Bonnie  in  identifying  birds  in  the  field.  Through  the 
curator  at  the  Los  Angeles  Museum,  Ronnie  was  able  to  obtain 
for  study  some  eighty  specimens  of  birds.  From  the  combined 
study  this  Scout  was  able  to  Identify  eighty  birds  and  some 
he  recognized  from  touch. 

A  descriptive  account  of  success  through  Scouting 
In  several  troops  for  handicapped  boys  appeared  in  tho 
February,  1953 $  issue  of  The  Saturday  Evening  Post.  One  of 
the  troops  discussed  was  the  famed  Troop  300  of  Chicago,  all 
of  whose  members  were  blind.  As  was  stated  by  Ellison  (33 ): 
f,The  story  of  Troop  300  is  inseparable  from  that  of  the 
Bolotin  family.  .  . ,f  (p.  27).  In  1923,  John  Bolotin,  a 
blind  cardiac  specialist  interested  his  Kiwanls  Club  in 
sponsoring  a  troop  for  blind  Scouts  and  became  the  first 
Scoutmaster  of  Troop  300.  A  year  later  John  died  and  his 
brother,  Fred,  also  blind  became  Scoutmaster,  a  position 
which  he  held  for  more  than  three  decades. 

This  troop  mot  once  a  week  on  Fridays  and  their 
meetings  were  very  much  like  those  of  any  other  troop. 
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Meetings  began  with  one-half  hour  of  roughhousing  followed 
by  a  period  of  Scoutcraft  and  other  Scout  skills.  With 
the  exception  that  Braille  was  used  to  write  the  minutes 
the  business  portion  of  the  meeting  was  pretty  much  the 
same  as  would  be  expected  in  any  other  troop.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  benefits  received  from  normal  Scout  activities 
Fred  Bolotin  and  his  wife,  Tiayme ,  counseled  and  assisted 
their  boys  in  many  problems  which  helped  the  boys  to  live 
a  fuller  and  better  adjusted  life. 

An  alumni  of  thirty-five  members  of  the  troop 
has  boen  formed  v/ith  the  expross  purpose  of  returning  to 
Scouting  some  of  the  benefits  it  has  received.  Of  this 
group  one-half  were  married  and  all  wore  profitably  em¬ 
ployed.  According  to  "Mitch" ,  one  of  the  alumnu3,  much 
of  the  success  enjoyed  by  the  ex-Scouts  could  be  traced  to 
the  insistence  of  the  Bolotins  that  all  Scouts  must  learn 
to  be  independent.  On  another  occasion,  Ellison  (33)  stated 
that  "Mitch”  said  of  the  Bolotins: 

They  got  across  the  Idea  that  if  you  can  be  a 
successful  kid  you  can  be  a  successful  grown¬ 
up*  Later  came  the  understanding  that  we 
could  take  a  real  part  In  the  seeing  worlds 
work.  The  little  things  we  had  to  learn l  How 
to  separate  the  different  denominations  of 
bills  in  your  v/allet.  The  importance  of 
appearance,  which  had  no  moaning  to  us,  but 
v/as  so  vital  in  dealing  with  the  seeing  world* 

How  to  write  your  name.  (p.  91) 
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A  year  later,  in  1954*  a  similar  article  by 
Lewis  06)  appeared  in  The  Kjwanis  Magazine,  This  article 
was  in  tribute  to  Fred  Bolotin,  ”A  man  who  spread  the 
Kiwanis  Ideals  in  spite  of  a  terrible  long-term  handicap” 

(p.  24).  As  was  pointed  out  by  Lewis,  Fred  Bolotin  was  more 
than  just  the  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  300: 

To  his  Scouts  Fred  is  all  things  at  all 
times.  Ho  is  teacher,  advisor,  companion,  psy¬ 
chologist  or  just  listener.  Whatever  is  required, 

Frod  administers.  Ho  sparks  ambitions,  he  directs 
talents,  ho  teaches  self-reliance  and  gives  to 
oach  boy  a  sense  of  belonging.  He  strengthens 
the  weak  and  provides  courage  for  the  meek.  To 
all  he  gives  the  beat  that*c  in  him. 

Thanks  to  Fred,  these  and  hundreds  of  other 
blind  people  are  now  self-sustaining  citizens 
to  whom  a  tin  cup  means  just  a  drink  of  water 
on  a  Scouting  trip  (p.  25). 

Another  story  of  success  related  by  Lewis  (36) 
was  that  of  sightless  Byron  Webb  who  for  some  time  served 
as  Assistant  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  300.  ’Webb  was  recognized 
as  an  A-l  radio-ham  operator  as  a  result  of  his  training 
in  Morse  Code  while  a  Scout.  During  World  War  IT  he  taught 
soldiers  how  to  repair  radios  in  the  dark. 

Records  (6l)  at  the  Capitol  Area  Council  in  Austin, 
Texas  indicate  that  the  first  Scout  troop  at  The  Texas  School 
for  the  Blind  was  organised  in  1923  by  James  W.  Dorr,  former 
Physical  Education  Director  of  the  school  and  William  S. 
Allen,  now  Superintendent  of  the  school.  The  troop  was 
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suspended  from  1927  through  1937  due  to  lack  of  leadership, 
With  the  exception  of  two  of  the  war  years  the  troop  has  been 
continuous  since  that  time* 

An  article  by  E.  L.  Wall  (55)  which  described 
Scouting  at  The  Texas  School  for  the  Blind  appeared  in 
the  March,  194-9#  issue  of  The  Houston  Chronicle  Magazine* 

Wall  pointod  out  that  handicrafts  such  as  making  watch 
fobs  from  gimp,  novelties  from  wood,  and  baskets  from  art 
fiber  were  enjoyed  by  this  troop*  Other  activities  on- 
gaged  in  by  this  troop  were  gardening,  boating,  camping 
and  hiking*  While  on  a  hike,  Indian  ceremonies,  stunts 
and  songs  around  a  big  campfire  fill  the  evening  until  taps 
sent  the  boys  to  their  blankets* 

From  an  article  by  Sitter  (50)  it  was  learned 
that  for  the  pa3t  several  years  the  Oklahoma  School  for  the 
Blind  in  cooperation  with  the  Muskogee  Lion3  Club  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  plan  of  integration  which  was  known  as  the  "Fifty- 
Fifty  Plan”*  The  troop  at  this  school  consisted  of  fifty 
per  cent  blind  boys  and  fifty  per  cent  sighted  boys  from 
the  city.  The  Muskogee  Lions  felt  that  this  program  was 
particularly  valuable  because: 

In  the  first  place,  the  boy  who  has  no 
physical  handicap  finds  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
ho*s  helping  others.  Furthermore,  he  learns  to 
overcome  an  apparent  tendency  to  avoid  handl- 
cappod  persons*  He  also  gains  a  greater  appre¬ 
ciation  for  his  own  physical  endowments  (p.  If5)* 
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Through  the  use  of  a  home  made  electric  eye  members 
of  the  troop  at  the  New  York  School  for  the  Blind  were  able 
to  participate  in  archory.  According  to  MacPhoarson  (39)# 
"Hot  one  could  see  the  target,  but  all  could  3hoot,  and  shoot 
well”  (p*  l6). 

When  Boys*  hifo  reporters  visited  Troop  I9O  at  The 
Nov/  York  School  for  the  Blind  they  found  tho  children  vory 
excited.  The  reason  for  this  excitement  v/as  speculation 
a3  to  who  would  make  tho  rowing  team  for  the  coming  regatta. 
Earlier  Cornell  University  had  given  a  rowing  shell  to  the 
troop* s  sponsor*  Some  of  tho  Scouts  did  make  tho  team  and 
after  much  practice  with  some  of  the  older  blind  boy3  were 
able  to  defeat  a  rowing  team  comprised  of  sighted  boys. 

When  MacPhearson  (39)  and  Boy 3*  Life  reporters 
visited  the  troop  at  the  Nov/  York  School  for  the  Blind  they 
learned  that  boy3  and  leaders  from  Troop  196  felt  that  it 
v/as  unnecessary  to  develop  special  activities  suitable  for 
the  blind.  The  Patrol  Method  was  utilized  by  this  troop 
and  tho  boys  built  their  own  fires  and  cooked  their  own 
meals.  Tent  pitching  and  hiking  were  also  activitios  which 
these  boys  enjoyed. 

According  to  Ours lor  (10),  there  wore  more  than 
threo  hundred  Scout  units  devoted  exclusively  to  handicapped 
boys  in  the  United  States,  These  troops  comprised  some 
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1^,000  boys,  9# 000  of  which  were  in  troops  specifically 
organizod  for  the  handicapped  and  6,000  were  actively  on- 
gaged  in  regular  Scout  troop3.  These  boys  held  ovory  rank 
and  badge  v/hich  the  Scouting  program  offered* 
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CHAPTER  III 


THE  STUDY 

As  was  disclosed  earlier  in  Chapter  I,  most  of 
the  data  used  in  this  study  were  obtained  by  means  of  the 
questionnaire*  From  the  data  presented  in  Appendix  A  it 
may  be  observed  that  of  the  forty-eight  state  and  private 
schools  for  the  blind  contacted  thirty-eight  responded. 

While  thio  study  was  primarily  concerned  only 
with  Scout  troops  for  the  blind,  it  wa3  impossible  to 
make  a  complete  study  without  consideration  of  all  throe 
branches  of  the  program.  Cubbing  included  all  boy3  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  eleven  years  of  age.  Scouts  those  boys 
between  eleven  and  fourteen  years  of  age,  while  Exploring 
included  boys  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older. 

Since  a  great  amount  of  emphasis  is  placed  on 
handwork  in  Cubbing  and  many  boys  pass  the  Tenderfoot 
rank,  or  the  first  rank  in  Scouting,  while  they  partici¬ 
pate  In  the  Cubbing  program,  it  was  felt  that  the  success 
or  failure  of  a  Troop  might  be  affected  to  some  degree  by 
the  presence  of  a  Cubbing  program.  In  schools  where  no 
Explorer  Posts  existed,  toys  who  reached  their  fourteenth 
birthday  were  retained  in  the  Troop,  while  schools  with 
Explorer  Posts  graduated  their  older  Scouts  into  the  Post. 
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This  practice  would  cause  data  relating  to  advancement  in 
the  Scout  Troop  to  be  misleading  unless  these  facts  were 
taken  into  consideration. 

According  to  the  data  presented  In  Tablo  I, 
twenty- nine  of  the  schools  which  returned  the  questionnaire 
reported  that  thoir  boys  participated  in  a  Scout  Troop. 
Thirteen  of  the  schools  sponsored  Cub  Packs  and  ton 
sponsored  Explorer  Posts.  Three  of  the  schools;  Perkins 
Institution,  Prances  Blend,  and  Georgia  stated  that  their 
students  participated  in  Scouting,  but  they  failed  to 
complete  the  questionnaire.  Questionnaires  from  two  other 
schools,  Oregon  and  Washington,  also  were  only  partially 
completed • 

For  some  time  there  had  been  disagreement  among 
leaders  of  Scout  Troops  for  the  blind  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  better  for  the  school  or  some  local  civic  organiza¬ 
tion  to  sponsor  the  Scout  units.  Table  II  reveals  that 
ton  of  the  Troops  were  sponsored  by  the  school,  two  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  school  and  civic  organizations,  cloven  by 
local  organizations  and  ono  by  The  Paront-Toachor  Association. 
Boys  from  five  of  the  schools  wore  integrated  with  boys  in 
the  different  Scout  Troops  in  the  city  in  which  the  school 
wa3  located.  Even  though  many  of  the  Troops,  such  as 
Troop  8  in  Texes,  were  sponsored  by  a  local  organization. 
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TABLE  I 

TYPES  OF  SCOUT  UNITS  IN  WHICH  STUDENTS  OF  RESIDENTIAL 
SCHOOLS  FOR  TITS  BLIND  PARTICIPATED 


School 

Cub 

Pack 

Scout 

Troop 

Explorer 

Post 

Alabama 

X 

X 

Arizona 

X 

X 

X 

Arkansas 

X 

California 

X 

X 

X 

Frances  Blend  (California) 

X 

Georgia 

X 

Indiana 

X 

Kansas 

X 

Kentucky 

X 

X 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

X 

Maryland 

X 

Massachusetts 

X 

X 

Mississippi 

X 

Nebraska 

X 

New  Mexico 

X 

X 

X 

Nov;  York  (Batavia) 

X 

X 

New  York  (New  York) 

X 

X 

North  Carolina 

X 

X 

X 

Ohio 

X 

X 

Oklahoma 

X 

X 

X 

Oregon 

X 

X 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

X 

X 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

X 

X 

South  Dakota 

X 

Tennessee 

X 

Texas 

X 

X 

Virginia 

X 

X 

X 

Washington 

X 

Honolulu 

X 

X 

Totals 

13 

29 

10 

, 
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TABLE  II 


TROOPS  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND 


Hi  WHOM  SPONSORED 


School 

Troop  Ho, 

Sponsor 

Alabama 

25 

School  &  Civitan  Club 

Arizona 

9 

KIwanis  Club 

Arkansas 

21 

Lions  Club 

California 

2 

Lions  Club 

Frances  Blend  (California 

) 

Integrated 

Georgia 

l6 

Integrated 

Indiana 

School 

Kansas 

16 

Lions  Club 

Kentucky 

10 

School 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

98 

Istrouma  Council 

Maryland 

710 

P,  T.  A. 

Massachusetts 

School 

Mississippi 

38 

Lions  Club 

Nebraska 

346 

Integrated 

New  Mexico 

143 

Board  of  Re ge ants 

New  York  (Batavia) 

3 

School 

New  York  (New  York) 

198 

School 

North  Carolina 

122 

Lions  Club 

Ohio 

17 

School 

Oklahoma 

10 

Lions  Club,  Episcopal 
Church,  and  School 

Oregon 

Integrated 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 12 3 

School 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

51 

School 

South  Dakota 

33 

School 

Tennessee 

P 

Lions  Club 

Texas 

8 

Lions  Club 

Virginia 

24 

School 

Washington 

Integrated 

Honolulu 

122 

Lions  Club 

*o>'  qoortT 
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facilities,  leadership,  and  supplies  were  partly  furnished 
by  the  school* 

The  type  of  unit  in  which  boys  from  residential 
schools  should  participate  has  also  often  been  discussed* 
For  the  purposes  of  this  study,  three  types  or  categories 
of  Troops;  the  closed  Troop,  the  co-operative  Troop,  and 
the  integrated  Troop,  were  considered.  The  closed  Troop 
was  composed  entirely  of  membership  from  the  school  while 
the  co-operative  Troop  had  membership  both  from  the 
community  and  the  school.  In  the  co-operative  Troop,  at 
least  fifty  per  cent  or  more  of  the  Scouts  were  from  the 
blind  school.  Participation  in  integrated  Troops  referred 
to  those  schools  which  sent  their  boys  to  local  Troops 
that  v/oro  already  established  and  the  blind  Scouts  wore 
in  a  minority. 

Data  presented  in  Table  III  indicated  that  the 
boys  from  twenty- two  of  the  schools  participated  in  closed 
Troops.  Boys  from  two  of  the  schools  participated  in 
co-operative  Troops  and  the  five  remaining  schools  sent 
their  boys  out  to  Troops  in  the  community.  Even  though 
North  Carolina *3  boys  participated  in  a  closed  Troop, 

T.  E.  Stough,  Principal  of  the  school,  indicated  on  his 
questionnaire  that  he  believed  the  students  would  benefit 
more  if  they  belonged  to  outside  Troops.  F.  0*  Nelms, 
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TABLE  III 

TYPE  OP  ORGANIZATION 


School 

Closed 

Troop 

Co-operative 

Troop 

Integrated 

Troop 

Alabama 

X 

Arizona 

X 

Arkansas 

X 

Calif orni a 

X 

Frances  Blend  (California) 

X 

Georgia 

X 

Indiana 

X 

Kansas 

X 

Kentucky 

X 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

X 

Maryland 

X 

Massachusetts 

X 

Mississippi 

X 

Nebraska 

X 

New  Mexico 

X 

Hew  York  (Batavia) 

X 

Hot;  York  (Haw  York) 

X 

North  Carolina 

X 

Ohio 

X 

Oklahoma 

X 

Oregon 

X 

Pennsylvania.  (Philadelphia! 

)  x 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

x 

South  Dakota 

X 

Tennessee 

X 

Texas 

X 

Virginia 

X 

Washington 

X 

Honolulu 

X 

Totals 

22 

2 

5 

.  . 
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Superintendent  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind  stated: 

Last  year  it  didn*t  work  out  for  our 
boys  to  belong  to  the  local  unit,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  3oma  feeling  on  the  part  of 
officials  that  it  would  bo  better  for  us  to 
organize  a  unit  within  our  school.  This  we 
hope  to  do  this  terra. 

Regardless  of  the  type  of  program  in  which  a 
school  chose  to  participate,  Scouting  offered  opportunity 
for  many  valuable  experiences  and  achievements  for  the 
blind  boy.  The  value  or  success  of  a  Scouting  Program 
could  not  always  be  determined  by  an  objective  method 

or  by  comparison  to  a  3ot  of  standards.  Such  qualities 

* 

as  character  building,  citizenship,  responsibility,  In¬ 
itiative,  Independence,  and  self-reliance  were  usually 
determined  In  a  subjective  manner  and  could  not  be  roadily 
compared.  Certainly  the  ability  to  move  about  in  the 
great  outdoors,  the  ability  to  work  together  co-operatively 
under  trying  conditions,  and  the  spiritual  inspiration  all 
had  value  for  the  blind  Scout  and  were  rather  difficult  to 
measure. 

While  records  of  advancement  did  not  tell  the 
complete  story  as  to  the  success  or  failure  of  a  Scout 
program,  there  was  little  doubt  that  achievement  did  play 
an  important  role  In  the  progress  of  a  Troop.  According 
to  the  data  presented  In  Table  TV,  in  September  of  1954* 
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TABLE  IV 


NUMBER  OF  BOYS 

REGISTERED  IN 

'  TROOP  AND 

RANKS  HELD 

SEPTEMBER, 

1954 

No*  in 

Rank# 

School 

Troop 

T 

s 

F  Above 

Alabama 

l6 

8 

5 

3 

Arizona 

8 

5 

2 

1 

Arkansas 

18 

14 

4 

California 

34 

10 

12 

12 

Indiana 

15 

12 

3 

Kansas 

IQ 

8 

11 

Kentucky 

26 

8 

10 

8 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

18 

3 

15 

Maryland 

33 

14 

17 

2 

Mississippi 

19 

15 

4 

Nebraska 

3 

3 

New  Mexico 

2k 

12 

8 

4 

New  York  (Batavia) 

xlf 

4 

10 

Hew  York  (New  York) 

22 

9 

4 

9 

North  Carolina 

31 

10 

12 

9 

Ohio 

16 

16 

Oklahoma 

8 

6 

2 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia)  21 

13 

5 

1  2 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh)  25 

13 

9 

3 

South  Dakota 

17 

4 

2 

9  2 

Tennessee 

21 

20 

1 

Texas 

1? 

17 

2 

Virginia 

24 

22 

2 

Honolulu 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

4.53 

241 

142 

63  7 

*T  -  Tenderfoot 
S  -  Second  Class 
F  -  First  Class 
Above  -  Star,  Life,  Eagle 
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four  hundred  and  fifty- three  blind  Boy  Scouts  were  re¬ 
gistered  members  in  the  twenty- four  Troopa  which  completed 
the  questionnaires.  Of  this  number,  two  hundred  and 
forty-one  wore  Tenderfoot  Scouts,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  were  Second  Class  Scouts,  sixty- three  were  First  Class 
Scouts,  and  seven  held  ranks  above  the  First  Class  Scout. 

The  average  rank  held  by  these  boys  was  1.56  or  a  little 
more  than  one-half  of  the  Second  Class  work  completed.  In 
order  to  determine  the  average  rank  a  numerical  value  of 
one  point  was  assessed  for  each  rank  earned  and  the  total 
number  of  ranks  held  by  the  group  was  divided  by  the  total 
membership  of  the  group*  From  Table  V  it  may  be  observed 
that  in  May,  1955*  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  boys  were  re¬ 
gistered,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  wore  Tenderfoot 
Scouts,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  were  Second  Class  Scouts, 
ninety-five  were  First  Class  Scouts,  and  twelve  hold  rank3 
above  the  First  Class  Scout.  The  average  rank  held  by  this 
group  In  the  spring  was  1.85  or  an  increase  of  .21  of  rank 
points  in  one  year.  Only  seven  of  the  schools  reported 
that  their  highest  rank’ng  Scouts  were  boys  with  some  vision, 
while  the  remaining  seventeen  either  answered  ,!nou  or  stated 
that  the  number  was  about  equally  divided.  During  the  period 
surveyed,  some  new  Scouts  were  added  while  others  were 
graduated  into  the  Exploring  Program. 
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TABLE  V 


NUMBER  OF  BOYS  REGISTERED  IN  TROOP  AND  RANKS  HELD 

MAY,  1955 


School 

No,  in 
Troop 

r~ 

S 

Rank-* 

F 

Above 

Alabama 

16 

7 

k 

5 

Arizona 

10 

7 

2 

1 

Arkansas 

18 

0 

9 

California 

3k 

6 

18 

1 

Indiana 

13 

6 

3 

Kansas 

22 

12 

10 

Kentucky 

30 

12 

2 

16 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

18 

18 

Maryland  28 
Mississippi  IQ 
Nebraska  o 
New  Mexico  2i\. 
New  York  (Batavia)  l'J 
New  York  (Hew  York)  lo 
North  Carolina  31 
Ohio  30 
Oklahoma  9 
Pennsylvania  ( Philadelphia )  17 
Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh)  2l\. 
South  Dakota  1? 
Tennessee  18 
Texas  IQ 
Virginia  2o 
Honolulu  2 


13 

| 

3 

13 

5 

12 

22 

2 

12 

9 

z\ 

1 


13 

5 

z 

l 

13 

8 

1 

9 

2 


2 

1 


2 

5 

12 

3 

6 

2 

1 

3 

13 

k 


2 

2 


Totals 


466  188  171  95 
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A  comparison  of  the  average  number  of  ranks 
held  by  blind  boys  in  the  different  Troops  in  September 
of  195U-  to  those  held  In  May  of  1955  Is  presented  in 
Table  VT .  In  September,  1954*  the  average  Troop  had 
Scouts  which  held  approximately  1.59  ranks  or  whose  boys 
had  completed  approximately  one-half  of  their  Second  Class 
Hank.  As  was  pointed  out  earlier,  It  was  necessary  to 
give  a  numerical  value  of  one  point  for  each  rank  earned 
In  order  to  determine  an  average  rank.  To  obtain  the 
average  rank  of  Scouts  in  tho  average  Troop,  the  total 
number  of  ranks  oarned  by  all  Scouts  In  a  Troop  wore 
divided  by  the  total  number  of  Scouts  registered  in  the  Unit. 
By  May,  1955#  the  average  Troop  showed  an  increase  of  .25> 
of  rank  points  In  one  year  or  the  average  boy  had  completed 
approximately  three-fourths  of  the  Second  Class  Require¬ 
ments.  Of  the  nine  schools  which  participated  In  the 
Explorer  Program,  the  average  increase  was  only  .21  of 
rank  points  as  compared  to  an  Increase  of  .34  of  rank  points 
in  the  Troop  which  did  not  participate  in  the  Explorer  pro¬ 
gram.  Since  thl3  study  was  not  primarily  concerned  with 
the  Explorer  Program,  no  attempt  was  made  to  consider  the 
advancement  of  older  boys  in  the  nine  schools  sponsoring  an 
Explorer  Unit.  Many  of  the  older  boys  who  wore  graduated 
from  Scouting  to  Exploring  held  the  higher  ranks  and  most 
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TAELS  VI 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OP  RANKS  HELD  BY  BOYS  IN  SEPTEMBER,  1951+ 
AS  COMPARED  TO  THOSE  HELP  IN  MAY,  1955 


School  Sept,  May  Difference 


Alabama 

Arizona# 

Arkansas 

California# 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky# 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Maryland 
Mississippi 
Nebraska 
New  Mexico# 

New  York  (Batavia) 

New  York  (New  York) 

North  Carolina# 

Ohio 

Oklahoma# 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia). 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh)# 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas# 

Virginia# 

Honolulu 


1.81 

2.88 

1.07 

1.25 

1.1+0 

.15 

1.22 

1.50 

.28 

2.06 

2.k2 

.36 

1*1+0 

1.80 

.40 

1.58 

1.1+5 

-.13 

2.00 

2.10 

.10 

1.83 

2.00 

.17 

1.64 

1*75 

.11 

1.21 

1.79 

.58 

1.00 

1.25 

.25 

I.67 

2.5k 

.87 

1.71 

1.21+ 

-47 

2.00 

2.00 

1*97 

1.81 

-.16 

1.00 

1.27 

.27 

2.25 

2.00 

-.25 

1.62 

2.29 

.67 

1.60 

1.71 

.11 

2.53 

3.00 

47 

1.05 

1.50 

45 

1.11 

1.8k 

.73 

1.08 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

#Indicates  participation  in  Kxploror  Program* 
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likely  would  have  more  than  compensated  for  the  .13  of  rank 
point  deficiency  in  Troops  from  which  these  boys  were  grad¬ 
uated. 

Of  the  fifteen  schools  not  sponsoring  an  Explorer 
Post,  South  Dakota  with  an  average  rank  of  3,00  points, 
Alabama  with  an  average  rank  of  2,88  points,  and  Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia)  with  an  average  rank  of  2.29  points  v/oro  the 
three  Troops  with  the  highest  average  rank  in  May,  1955* 

In  the  same  group,  tho  throe  Troops  showing  the  greatest 
Increase  of  advancement  were  Alabama,  with  1.07  points, 
Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia)  with  .67  points  and  Mississippi 
with  .58  points.  Tables  IV  and  V  indicate  a  decrease  in 
average  rank  points  was  reported  by  Kansas  and  New  York 
(Patavia)  and  was  attributed  to  an  increase  of  membership. 

Among  the  group  of  Troop3  which  graduated  their 
older  Scouts  into  Explorer  Post3,  New  Mexico  with  an  average 
rank  of  2*54  points,  California  with  an  average  rank  of 
2.1f2  points,  and  Oklahoma  with  an  average  rank  of  2.00 
points  recorded  the  throe  highest  average  ranks  in  May  of 
1955*  North  Carolina  and  Oklahoma  reported  a  decrease  in 
average  advancement  while  Virginia  reported  the  same  advance¬ 
ment  record  for  September  of  1954  and  May  of  1955*  I'his 
decrease  was  attributed  to  tho  graduation  of  the  older  boys 
into  the  Explorer  Program.  Hew  Mexico  with  .07  point, 
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Texas  with  .73  point,  and  California  with  .36  point  showed 
the  greatest  increase  In  average  ranks  hold  by  boys  in  their 

Troops . 

A  preliminary  investigation  of  materials  for 
this  study  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  3ome  rather  in¬ 
teresting  c3ata  that  served  as  a  basis  for  many  of  the 
questions  which  later  became  a  part  of  the  questionnaire 
that  was  sent  out.  According  to  the  data  presented  in 
Table  VTT,  records  of  the  local  (Austin,  Texas)  Scout 
Office  showed  that  in  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  Texas 
had  registered  a  Troop  at  The  Texas  School  for  the  Blind 
eighteen  times  and  the  achievement  records  varied  greatly. 
Closer  inspection  of  these  records  showed  that  continuity 
of  the  Troop,  trained  leadership,  quantity  of  leadership, 
tenure  of  the  Scoutmaster,  and  the  summer  camp  program 
all  seemed  to  play  an  important  role  as  to  the  success  or 
failure  of  Troop  0. 

As  was  pointed  out  earlier  in  this  study.  Scouting 
had  found  a  place  of  prominence  in  some  of  the  schools  for 
the  blind  while  it  was  still  a  very  young  organization. 

There  was  some  question  as  to  just  which  school  ha3  had  a 
Scouting  program  the  longest  period  of  time,  but  most 
literature  credited  the  Kentucky  School  with  this  honor. 
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TABLE  VII 


HANKS 

HELD  PY  SCOUTS 

IN  TROOP 

8  PROM  1924-1955 

Year 

Tenderfoot  S 

econd 

First  Star,  Life 

Class 

Class  or  Eagle 

1924 

30 

1925 

26 

1926 

8 

3 

1937 

16 

5 

1938 

10 

7 

1939 

14 

k 

19tO 

10 

4 

1942 

17 

5 

1943 

17 

4 

1944 

16 

2 

1 

1947 

32 

1948 

1? 

5 

2 

1949 

1991 

24 

27 

Hr 

1 

1932 

1933 

3 

8 

1954 

17 

0 

1 

1955 

7 

8 

4 
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According  to  the  data  presented  in  Table  VIII,  Batavia,  New 
York,  has  had  a  Troop  longer  than  the  Kentucky  School*  A 
note  on  the  questionnaire  completed  by  the  Over brook  School 
for  the  Blind,  located  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  statod 
that  the  Troop  at  that  school  was  the  oldest  in  the  nation 
for  continuous  operation*  Prom  the  data  presented  in 
Table  VIII,  it  was  found  that  Scouting  had  been  a  part  of 
the  program  in  the  twenty- four  schools  surveyed  for  an 
average  of  more  than  twenty  years. 

Not  only  has  Scouting  played  an  important  role 
in  the  residential  schools  for  the  blind  for  many  years, 
but  it  has  also  played  an  important  role  in  the  lives  of 
many  of  the  boy3  of  Scout  age*  In  May  of  1955#  some  eleven 
hundred  and  sixty- four  boys  of  Scout  age,  (eight  through 
eighteen),  were  students  at  the  twenty-four  schools  that 
completed  the  questionnaires ,  Of  this  number,  four  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  or  forty  per  cent,  wore  Boy  Scouts*  These 
figures  did  not  include  boys  participating  In  the  Scout 
Program  as  Cub  Scouts  or  Explorer  Scouts* 

Data  which  related  to  the  Troop  Committee,  another 
very  important  link  in  the  success  of  any  Troop,  are  pre¬ 
sented  in  Table  IX.  An  average  of  l±m88  members  served  on 
each  of  the  Troop  Committees  and  only  three  of  the  schools; 
Maryland,  New  Mexico,  and  Ohio  reported  that  parents  of 
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TABLE  VIII 

NUMBER  OP  YEARS  SCHOOL  HAS  PARTICIPATED  III  SCOOTING  AND 
PRESENT  NUMBER  OP  BOYS  OP  SCOUT  ACE  (8-l8) 


School 

Years 

No.  of 

Boys 

Alabama 

IQ 

34 

Arizona 

18 

25 

Arkansas 

11 

53 

California 

28 

55 

Indiana 

5 

60 

Kansas 

20 

27 

Kentucky 

44 

49 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

14 

36 

Maryland 

3 

50 

Mississippi 

2 

33 

Nebraska 

17 

New  Mexico 

22 

Of 

New  York  (Batavia) 

45 

77 

New  York  ( New  York) 

25 

4° 

North  Carolina 

18 

80 

Ohio 

15 

05 

Oklahoma 

2$ 

15 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

75 

Pennsylvania  ( Pittsburgh ) 

2  L 

5o 

South  Dakota 

6 

24 

Tennessee 

35 

5i 

Texas 

31 

91 

Virginia 

28 

97 

Honolulu 

5 

iixv 
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7 ABLE  IX 


TROOP  COMMITTEE  SIZE,  MEETING  TIMES,  AMD  RESPONSIBILITY 


No.  of 

A33i3tod  with 

School 

Members 

Mot 

Planning 

Alabama 

5 

Quarterly 

Ho 

Arizona 

5 

Inactive 

No 

Arkansas 

3 

Quarterly 

Yes 

California 

12 

Monthly- 

Yes 

Indiana 

k 

Quarterly 

Yes 

Kansas 

7 

Monthly 

Yes 

Kentucky 

When  needed 

Yes 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

l 

Quarterly 

Yes 

Maryland 

6 

Monthly 

Yes 

Mississippi 

7 

Monthly 

Yes 

Nebraska 

3 

Monthly 

Yes 

New  Mexico 

5 

Quarterly 

Yes 

New  York  (Batavia) 

3 

When  needed 

Yes 

Nov;  York  (New  York) 

7 

Annually 

Yes 

North  Carolina 

3 

Infrequently 

No 

Ohio 

10 

Monthly 

Yes 

Oklahoma 

k 

When  needed 

No 

Pennsylvania  ( Philadelphia ) 

| 

When  needed 

Yes 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

3 

When  needed 

No 

South  Dakota 

3 

When  neodod 

Yes 

Tennessee 

When  needed 

No 

Texas 

% 

When  needed 

Ho 

Virginia 

3 

When  needed 

Yes 

Honolulu 

3 

Monthly 

No 

ZTwt'i  g'/,‘ 
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the  Scouts  served  in  this  capacity*  Nine  of  the  Troop 
Committees  met  when  needed,  seven  mot  monthly,  five  met 
quarterly,  ono  met  annually,  and  two  v/ere  inactive*  Bight 
of  the  troops  reported  that  their  Troop  Commit toes  had  not 
assisted  In  the  planning  of  Boards  of  Review,  Courts  of 
Honor,  and  other  Scout  activities. 

The  names  and  tenure  of  the  Scoutmasters  are 
presented  in  Table  X.  This  group  served  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  years  in  this  capacity  or  an  average 
of  a  little  more  than  eight  years  each*  There  was  little 
doubt  that  such  individuals  as  Michael  M*  Goldberg  of 
Batavia,  New  York,  with  thirty-nine  years  of  service, 

S*  J*  Richie  of  Kentucky,  with  thirty- five  years  of  service 
and  George  Budgen  of  California,  with  twenty-eight  years 
of  service  were  responsible  to  a  great  extent  for  the 
success  of  their  Troops, 

While  there  was  little  doubt  that  the  Scout¬ 
master  was  probably  the  key  person  in  the  leadership  of 
a  Troop,  other  loaders  such  as  the  assistant  Scoutmaster 
and  Junior  Assistant  Scoutmaster  also  contributed  much  to 
the  success  of  the  Troop,  As  may  be  seen  from  Table  XI 
there  was  an  average  of  two  Assistant  Scoutmasters  for 
each  Troop  and  only  one-half  of  the  Troops  had  one  Junior 
Assistant  Scoutmaster*  Leadership  was  obtained  from  three 
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TABLE  X 


NAMES  OF  SCOUTMASTERS  TN  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 
AND  HOW  LONG  THEY  HAVE  SERVED  IN  THAT  CAPACITY 


School  Scoutmaster  No#  of  years 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Callforni a 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  (Colorod) 

Maryland 

Mississippi 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

Hew  York  (Batavia) 

New  York  (New  York) 

North  Carolina 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia 

Honolulu 


Ashley  L.  Camp  2 
Fayette  Allen  1 
B*  G.  Levy  1 


George  Bu dgen 

28 

Dan  Crislow 

5 

Maurice  Daniels 

1 

3 .  J.  Richie 

35 

Bradley  Williams 

12 

Lewis  C#  Brandt 

3 

Carl  II*  Howell 

2 

17 alter  Burns 

10 

Vornal  Page 

1 

Michael  I.!#  Goldberg 

39, 

John  Hard In© s 

5 

Eugene  Nelson 

1 

Charles  S.  Kirkpatrick  1 

Le  Barron  Mo  a e 1 o y 

* 

F#  M.  Sigafoos 

6 

M#  J#  Kostie 

8 

Caryl  Cosgrove 

0 

Eow  M#  Sinz,  Jr# 

3 

Charles  R#  Young 

3 

Robert  E.  Bruce 

18 

Her3hel  Mouton 

5 
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TABLE  XI 


NUMBER  OP  LEADERS  AND  SOURCE  FROM  WHICH  OBTAINED 


Assistant  Jr*  Asst* 

School  Scoutmasters  Scoutmasters  Source 


Alabama 

1 

0 

Civitan  Club 

Arizona 

1 

0 

School 

Arkansas 

2 

1 

Lions  Club 

California 

1 

1 

Lions  Club 

Indiana 

1 

0 

Amer*  Legion 

Kansas 

2 

0 

Lions  Club 

Kentucky 

0 

0 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

1 

1 

School 

Maryland 

k 

0 

School  &  Parents 

Mississippi 

2 

0 

Lions  Club 

Nebraska 

4 

1 

Methodist  Church 

Hew  Mexico 

1 

2 

School  and 
Interested  Party 

Hew  York  (Batavia) 

1 

1 

School 

Hew  York  (Now  York) 

0 

0 

North  Carolina 

2 

1 

School  &  State 
College 

Ohio 

10 

0 

School  &  A, ?.0# 
Fraternity 

Oklahoma 

3 

2 

School  & 

Community 

Perms y lvanl a  ( Phi lado Iphi a ) 

3 

0 

School  & 

Co lie go  Men 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

1 

0 

School 

South  Dakota 

2 

0 

C  ornmuni  ty 

Tennessee 

\ 

1 

0 

School  & 

Community 

Texas 

10 

1 

School  &  A.P.O. 
Fraternity 

Virginia 

2 

2 

School 

Honolulu 

1 

0 

School 
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sources,  the  school  professional  staff,  the  school  in  co¬ 
operation  with  local  organizations,  and  from  the  community 
and  local  organizations •  An  equal  number  of  schools  which 
completed  the  questionnaires  obtained  leadership  from  oach 
of  the  sources  mentioned  above.  Two  of  the  schools,  Texas 
and  Ohio,  reported  that  they  had  ten  Assistant  Scoutmasters 
obtained  from  local  chapters  of  the  Scout  Fraternity,  Alpha 
Phi  Omega.  According  to  the  data  presented  in  Table  XII, 
the  leaders  in  all  the  Troops  except  seven  had  participated 
in  training  sponsored  by  local  Scout  organizations •  Seven 
of  the  Troops  stated  that  there  v/as  a  need  for  more  leader¬ 
ship  in  order  to  give  individual  attention  to  Scouts  when 
needed. 

Many  Scoutmasters  have  folt  that  tho  success  of 
their  Troop’s  program  was  determined  to  some  extent  by 
the  number  of  days  and  nights  spent  in  camp.  Article 
twelve,  section  one,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  (27)  stated  that  opportunity  for  a 
minimum  of  ten  days  and  nights  of  camping  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  each  boy  by  the  sponsoring  institution.  Prom 
data  presented  in  Table  XTTI,  it  was  found  that  an  average 
of  7*29  days  and  5.9&  nights  were  spent  in  camp  by  the 
Troops  surveyed.  These  figures  included  all  types  of  camps 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  differentiate  between  short  term. 
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TABLE  XIX 


QUALIFICATIONS  OF  LEADERS  A77TJ  SUPPLY  OF  LEADERSHIP  TO  MEET 


INDIVIDUAL  NEEDS 


School 

Trained 

Leadership 

Sufficient 

Leadership 

Alabama 

Yes 

No 

Arizona 

Yes 

Yes 

Arkansas 

Yes 

Yes 

California 

Yes 

Yea 

Indiana 

No 

Yo3 

Kansas 

Yes 

Yes 

Kentucky 

Ye  3 

Yes 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Yes 

Yes 

Maryland 

Ye  3 

Yes 

Mississippi 

Yes 

No 

Nebraska 

Yes 

Yes 

Now  Mexico 

Yes 

Yes 

New  York  (Batavia) 

Yo3 

No 

Now  York  (How  York) 

Yes 

No 

North  Carolina 

No 

No 

Ohio 

No 

Yos 

Oklahoma 

No 

Yes 

Penney  Ivani a  ( Phi lada Iphia ) 

Yes 

Yos 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

Yes 

No 

South  Dakota 

No 

Yos 

Tennessee 

No 

Yes 

Texas 

Yos 

Yes 

Virginia 

Yes 

Yes 

Honolulu 

No 

No 
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TABLE  XIII 


TIMS 


SPENT  III  GAMP 


School 

Days 

Nights 

Alabama 

p 

p 

Arizona 

k 

k 

Arkans as 

2 

1 

California 

k 

3 

Indiana 

3 

0 

Kansas 

7 

7 

Kentucky 

k 

0 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

1 

1 

Maryland 

11 

8 

Mississippi 

20 

20 

Nebraska 

10 

10 

New  Mexico 

12 

9 

New  York  (Batavia ) 

6 

4 

New  York  (New  York) 

0 

0 

North  Carolina 

2 

2 

Ohio 

20 

k 

Oklahoma 

10 

£ 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

10 

10 

Pennsy lvani a  (Pit ts burgh ) 

6 

3 

South  Dakota 

IS 

Tennessee 

o 

6 

Texas 

15 

13 

Virginia 

3 

2 

Honolulu 

1 

1 

!  -i 
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lone  tom,  and  council  sponsored  camps.  Some  data  were 
compiled,  however,  in  Table  XIV  in  regard  to  sumnor  camps 
for  this  group#  Eighty-six  boys  from  ten  of  the  Troops 
attended  summer  camp#  From  the  data  presented  in  Tab loo 
IV  and  XIV  it  was  found  that  this  group  comprised  about 
nineteen  per  cent  of  the  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  blind 
Scouts  which  wore  included  in  this  survey.  Fifty-seven 
of  the  boys  Who  attended  summer  camp,  or  about  two- thirds 
of  the  group,  attended  with  visually  handicapped  boys. 

While  the  twenty-nin©  boys  who  attended  camp  with  sooing 
youngs  tors  wore  :tn  the  minority,  they  came  from  six  of  the 
ten  Troops  which  participated  in  a  summer  camp  program. 

According  to  the  data  presented  in  Table  XV, 
twenty- three  of  the  twenty-four  Troops  which  responded 
to  the  questionnaire  stated  that  Scout  mootings  wore  held 
weekly.  Meetings  were  hold  semi-weekly  at  the  Ohio  School. 
Nineteen  of  the  schools  reported  that  those  meetings  were 
held  in  roomjs  specifically  designs  tod  for  this  purpose 
while  five  schools  reported  that  meetings  were  hold  in 
rooms  used  primarily  for  other  purposes.  There  has  been 
a  feeling  among  some  Scout  Loaders  that  more  interest  has 
been  shown  by  Scouts  where  a  specific  room  was  designated 
for  meeting  purposes  and  where  a  feeling  of  belonging,  self- 
expression,  and  pride  was  developed.  The  Patrol  Method,  a 
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TABLE  XIV 

HUMBER  OF  BOYS  THAT  ATTENDED  SUMMER  CA?£P  A  HD  TYPE  OF  CAM? 


No*  of  With  visually  With 
School  Boys  Hand! capped  Sighted 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Maryland 

Mississippi 

Nebraska 

Hew  Mexico 

New  York  (Batavia) 

New  York  (Hew  York) 

North  Carolina 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia 

Honolulu 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 

Yes 

No 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Yes 

No 

5 

No 

Yes 

0 

0 

0 

l 

No 

Yes 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Yes 

No 

16 

No 

Yes 

l 

No 

Yes 

0 

0 

0 

3 

No 

Yes 

0 

0 

0 

3 

No 

Yes 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Yes 

Ho 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. 


ima5  *:  tm  a  i  mill  sror/t:  car;  a  .  ::v  :)  nrmjn 


* 

j>»x>  40  xxa*i  a^o 


OH 


£ 


56 


TABLE  XV 

FREQUENCY  OP  TROOP  MEETINGS,  FACILITIES  AVAILABLE 


AND  TYPE  OP  ORGANIZATION 


School 

Frequency 
of  Meetings 

Room  for 
Purpose 

Patrol 

Organization 

Alabama 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Arizona 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Arkansas 

Weekly 

No 

Yes 

California 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Indiana 

Weekly 

Yes 

No 

Kansas 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Kentucky 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Weekly 

No 

Yes 

Maryland 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Mississippi 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Nebraska 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

New  Mexico 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

New  York  (Batavia) 

Weekly 

Yes 

No 

New  York  (New  York) 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

North  Carolina 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Ohio 

Semi-weekly  Yes 

Yes 

Oklahoma 

Weekly 

No 

Yes 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

South  Dakota 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Tennessee 

Weekly 

No 

Yes 

Texas 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yos 

Virginia 

Weekly 

Yes 

Yes 

Honolulu 

Weekly 

No 

Yes 
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method  of  organization  recommended  by  The  National  Scout 
Office,  was  employed  by  twenty- two  of  the  Troops.  From  the 
foregoing  data  there  was  little  doubt  that  the  importance 
of  a  definite  tine,  place,  and  type  of  organisation  for 
Scout  Meetings  was  realised  by  the  majority  of  the  Troops 
which  reported. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  disagreement  as  to 
the  extent  the  official  requirements  should  be  modified  for 
the  handicapped  Scout.  As  was  pointed  out  earlier,  pro¬ 
visions  ware  made  for  the  handicapped  Scout  to  advance 
under  a  separate  system  of  requirements.  Later  this  system 
was  felt  to  have  a  bad  psychological  effect  and  the  handi¬ 
capped  Scout  lost  interest  in  the  program.  In  recent 
years  there  has  been  a  tendency  by  30m©  of  the  Scout 
Leaders  in  residential  schools  for  the  blind  to  modify  re¬ 
quirements  only  when  necessary.  Twelve  of  the  schools 
which  returned  the  questionnaire  reported  specific  modifi¬ 
cations  of  requirements.  Map  Sketching  and  Reading  was 
modified  by  3 even  of  the  schools;  Trailing  and  Stalking  by 
six;  Compass  Reading  by  five;  Measuring  by  throe;  Wood  Lore, 
Wild  Life,  Observation,  Direction,  and  Knot  Tying  by  two 
each;  and  Swimming  by  one.  Pour  of  the  schools  indicated 
that  no  modifications  were  made,  yet  the  same  schools  re¬ 
ported  Scouts  with  ranks  of  First  Class  or  above  and  there 
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TABLE  XVI 


FREQUENCY  OF  MODIFICATION  OF  OFFICIAL  REQUIREMENTS 


Requirements 

Frequency 

Compass  Reading 

5 

Swimming 

1 

Map  Sketching  and  Reading 

7 

Wood  Lore 

2 

wild  Life 

2 

Observation 

2 

Direction 

2 

Measuring 

Trailing  and  Stalking 

Knot  Tying 

2 
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was  little  doubt  that  this  achievement  v/as  a  physical  im¬ 
possibility  unless  some  modification  was  made.  Perhaps  the 
discrepancy  noted  in  the  foregoing  statement  was  a  result 
of  di a agreement  and  confusion  which  came  from  the  contro¬ 
versial  issue,  as  to  the  affect  that  modification  of  re¬ 
quirements  ha3  had  on  the  handicapped  Scout. 

Frequent  and  regular  Boards  of  Review  with  Courts 
of  Honor  wore  other  factors  that  seemed  to  determine  the 
amount  of  advancement  which  was  to  be  made  by  blind  Scouts. 
Table  XVII  reveals  that  3lx  of  the  Troops  were  indefinite 
as  to  the  frequency  and  regularity  of  these  activities 
while  five  others  reported  that  these  experiences  wore 
provided  only  whan  It  seemed  necessary.  Among  the  remaining 
members  of  the  group,  both  activities  wore  sponsored  quar¬ 
terly  by  four  schools  and  monthly  by  on©  school.  Three 
schools  held  Boards  of  Review  monthly  with  Courts  of  Honor 
quarterly,  and  each  of  the  other  schools  participated  in 
one  of  the  following  ways;  Board  of  Review  semi-annually 
with  Court  of  Honor  annually,  Board  of  Review  quarterly  with 
Court  of  Honor  annually.  Board  of  Review  when  necessary  with 
Court  of  Honor  annually.  Board  of  Review  scheduled  indefi¬ 
nitely  with  Court  of  Honor  monthly  and  Board  of  Review 
monthly  with  Court  of  Honor  bi-monthly. 
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TABLE  XVII 

FREQUENCY  OF  BOARDS  OF  REVIEW  AND  COURTS  OF  HONOR 


Boards  of  Courts  of 

School  Review  Honor 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Maryland 

Mississippi 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

New  York  (Batavia) 

New  York  (New  York) 

North  Carolina 


Ohio 

Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvani a 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Virginia 
Honolulu 


( Philadelphia ) 
( Pittsburgh) 


Monthly 

Indefinite 

Monthly 

Semi - annu  al ly 

Qu artorly 

Indefinite 

Indefinite 

Quarterly 

As  necessary 

Monthly 

Indefinite 

Monthly 

As  necessary 

Quarterly 

Monthly 

Quarterly 

Indefinite 

As  necessary 

Indefinite 

As  necessary 

As  necessary 

As  necessary 

Quarterly 

Indefinite 


Monthly 

Indefinite 

Qu artorly 

Annually 

Quarterly 

Monthly 

Indefinite 

Annually 

As  necessary 

Bi-monthly 

Indefinite 

Quarterly 

As  necessary 

Quarterly 

Quarterly 

Quarterly 

Indefinite 

As  necessary 

Indefinite 

As  necessary 

Semi-annually 

As  necessary 

Quarterly 

Indefinite 
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Only  three  of  the  schools;  Indiana,  Louisiana 
(Colored),  and  Honolulu  reported  an  insufficient  amount  of 
camping  equipment  for  a  successful  short  term  camp. 

Camping  equipment  was  purchased  primarily  for  Scout  use  in 
all  the  schools  except  Indiana,  New  York  (New  York),  and 
Honolulu*  All  three  of  the  schools  with  an  insufficient 
quantity  of  camping  equipment  wore  also  below  the  average 
in  days  and  nights  of  camping,  according  to  the  data  presented 
in  Table  XXII*  The  material  presented  in  Table  XVIII  also 
Indicates  that  the  boys  in  fourteen  of  the  Troops  shared 
at  least  partially  in  the  purchase  of  camping  equipment. 
Sharing  in  the  purchase  of  equipment  was  probably  most  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  individual  Scout  who  learned  to  value  and 
appreciate  his  camping  equipment*  It  was  also  noted  that 
Troops  such  as  .Mississippi,  Texas,  Ohio,  and  New  Mexico, 
with  the  larger  number  of  days  and  nights  of  camping  were 
also  among  the  group  whose  boys  shared  in  the  purchase  of 
equipment. 

To  wear  and  own  a  Scout  Uniform  has  been  the 
dream  of  many  youngsters  prior  to  the  time  when  they  wore 
registered  as  Boy  Scouts*  The  Scout  Uniform,  a  symbol  of 
much  of  the  Scout  movement,  has  been  a  reminder  to  the 
Scout  and  others  that  ho  was  a  member  of  the  greatest  boys1 
organization  in  the  world*  Like  any  other  Scout,  the 
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TABLE  XVIII 

QUANTITY  0?  CAMP  EQUIPMENT  AND  HOW  PURCHASED 

Sufficient  Used  Only  Purchased 
School  Amount  By  Troop  By  Scouts 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Maryland 

Mississippi 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

New  York  (Batavia) 

New  York  (New  York) 

North  Carolina 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia) 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia 

Honolu lu 


Yes 

Yes 

Ho 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yos 

Yos 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yos 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yos 

Yes 

No 

Ho 

Yes 

Yes 

Ye  3 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Ye  3 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yea 

Yes 

No 

Ho 

Ho 

No 

No 

on 
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blind  Scout  has  worn  the  uniform  with  the  same  enthusiasm 
and  pride.  In  May  of  193>5> ,  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
of  the  four  hundred  and  sixty- six  blind  Scouts  were  in 
uniform.  This  group  comprised  about  seventy  per  cent  of 
the  group  surveyed.  Data  presontcd  in  Table  XIX  Indicates 
that  boys  in  seven  of  the  schools  either  purchased  or  shared 
in  the  purchase  of  thoir  uniforms.  Uniforms  wo ro  purchased 
by  the  school  in  four  Troops,  by  the  boys  in  four  Troops, 
by  Lions  Clubs  in  six  Troops,  and  by  the  boys  and  the  school 
in  three.  Two  Troops  received  uniforms  as  donations  from 
interested  individuals  while  uniforms  for  one  Troop  were 
furnished  partly  by  the  school  and  partly  by  donation. 

Only  seven  of  the  schools,  or  about  thirty-five  per  cent  of 
the  schools  that  had  uniforms,  made  a  practice  of  having 
the  boys  purchase  or  share  in  the  purchase  of  uniforms. 

Some  Scout  leaders  have  felt  that  practices  such  as  sharing 
in  the  purchase  of  uniforms  were  valuable  as  a  means  of 
teaching  appreciation  and  pride  to  the  boy. 

Methods  of  Troop  finance  Is  another  feature  of 
Troop  administration  often  discussed  by  Scout  Leaders  of 
the  blind.  Many  of  those  loaders  have  felt  that  the 
blind  Scout  should  share  the  expenses  of  the  Troop.  Other 
loaders  have  argued  such  a  practice  was  virtually  impossible. 
An  already  over-crowded  schedule,  lack  of  supervision,  and 
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TABLE  XIX 
UNIFORMS 


School 

• 

No.  of 
Uniforms 

Purchased 

by 

Alabama 

16 

School 

Arizona 

0 

Arkansas 

18 

Lions  Club 

California 

34 

Lions  Club 

Indiana 

3 

Boys 

Kansas 

19 

Lions  Club 

Kentucky 

25 

Donated 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

10 

Boys 

Maryland 

33 

Boys 

Mississippi 

19 

Lions  Club 

Nebraska 

3 

Boys 

New  Mexico 

4 

School 

New  York  (Batavia) 

15 

School  and  Boys 

New  York  (New  York) 

22 

School 

North  Carolina 

0 

Ohio 

16 

Donated 

Oklahoma 

8 

School  and  Donated 

Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia 

)  8 

School  and  Boys 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

22 

School 

South  Dakota 

0 

Tennessee 

21 

Lions  Club 

Texas 

19 

School  and  Boys 

Virginia 

0 

Honolulu 

2 

Lions  Club 
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imposition  on  employees  were  but  a  few  of  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  leaders  who  doubted  the  feasibility  of 
boys  earning  a  part  of  the  money  for  Troop  expenses*  As 
may  be  observed  from  Table  XX,  the  Troop  Budget  Plan, 
which  incorporates  the  idea  of  boys  sharing  Troop  expenses 
was  practiced  by  thirteen  of  tho  Troops*  It  was  felt  that 
had  the  question  relating  to  Troop  finance  boon  stated 
differently  on  the  questionnaire  more  schools  would  have 
reported  partial  sharing  of  expenditures  by  boys*  Troop  8 
of  Texas,  for  example,  required  boys  to  pay  registration 
fees,  but  did  not  use  the  Troop  Budget  Plan* 

Printing  of  the  Handbook  for  Boj3  in  Braille  has 
enabled  the  blind  Scout  to  turn  to  the  Troop  library  for 
help  with  many  of  his  problems  related  to  advancement* 
Since  some  of  the  blind  Scouts  have  limited  vision.  Troop 
libraries  also  included  print  handbooks,  merit  badge 
pamphlets,  and  other  Scout  literature*  According  to  the 
data  presented  in  Table  XX,  seventeen  of  the  twenty-four 
units  had  Troop  libraries. 
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TABLE  XX 

TROOP  FINANCES  AND  LIBRARY 


School 

Troop 

Budget  Flan 

Troop 

Library 

Alabama 

No 

Yes 

Arizona 

No 

Yes 

Arkansas 

Yes 

Ho 

California 

Yes 

Yes 

Indiana 

Yes 

Yes 

Kansas 

Yes 

Yes 

Kentucky 

No 

No 

Louisiana  (Colored) 

Ye  3 

Ho 

Maryland 

Yes 

Yes 

Mississippi 

Yes 

Yes 

Nebraska 

Yes 

Yes 

New  Mexico 

No 

Yes 

New  York  (Batavia) 

Yes 

No 

New  York  (Now  York) 

Yes 

Yes 

North  Carolina 

Ho 

Ho 

Ohio 

No 

Yes 

Oklahoma 

Yos 

Yes 

Pennsylvania  ( Philadelphia ) 

Yes 

Yea 

Pennsylvania  (Pittsburgh) 

Yos 

Yes 

South  Dakota 

No 

Ho 

Tonnes sac 

No 

Yos 

Texas 

ITo 

Yos 

Virginia 

No 

Yes 

Honolulu 

IJo 

No 

dd 
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CHAPTER  IV 


SUMMARY,  COITCLUSICITS,  AND  REC0MI.25NDATI0II3 

Summary 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  four  fold:  (1) 

To  study  and  analyze  Scout  Programs  in  residential  schools 
for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States  and  Hawaii,  (2)  To 
compare  progress  of  the3©  programs  in  different  schools, 

(3)  To  determine  both  weaknesses  and  desirable  features 
in  these  programs,  and  (Ip )  To  make  suggestions  and  recom¬ 
mendations  as  to  how  Scout  Programs  may  be  improved  in  the 
future. 

Procedure 

Preliminary  work  for  this  study  was  begun  in  the 
fall  of  1954-*  After  an  interview  with  Mr.  Herb  Gaskin, 
Scout  Executive,  and  an  investigation  of  records  In  the 
Austin  Council  office,  It  was  decided  to  make  a  study  of 
Scouting  in  residential  achools  for  the  blind.  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Harry  K.  Eby,  a  request  was  made  for  materials  re¬ 
lated  to  Scouting  for  the  blind.  In  answer  to  this  request 
a  directory  and  reprints  of  several  magazine  articles  were 
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In  the  spring  of  1955*  considerable  bibliographical 
research  was  done  in  the  libraries  of  The  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  The  University  of  Texas,  The  Texas  School 
for  the  Blind,  The  National  Scout  Headquarters,  Tho  Austin 
Public  Library,  and  the  local  (Austin)  Scout  Office*  Much 
of  the  material  obtained  from  these  sources  was  presented 
in  Chapter  TI  of  this  thesis. 

In  May  1955 ,  a  questionnaire  was  prepared  and 
mailed  to  forty-eight  residential  schools  for  the  blind 
In  the  United  States  and  Hawaii.  The  questionnaire  con¬ 
tained  thirty-two  questions  and  was  designed  to  require  a 
minimum  of  time  and  effort  by  the  recipients.  Thirty- 
eight  of  the  schools  replied  to  the  questionnaire  and 
twenty-nine  of  the  respondents  reported  participation  in 
some  phase  of  Scouting.  Three  of  the  twenty-nine  schools; 
Perkins  Institution,  Frances  Blond,  and  Georgia;  reported 
participation  in  a  Scout  Troop,  but  failed  to  complete  tho 
questionnaire .  Two  schools,  Washington  and  Oregon,  returned 
questionnaires  which  were  only  partially  complete.  In  the 
major  portion  of  the  study,  only  twenty-four  of  the  schools 
we re  considered. 

Findings 

On  the  basis  of  data  which  were  collected  and  tabu¬ 
lated  in  this  study,  the  following  findings  were  presented: 
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1.  Among  thirty-eight  schools  which  returned  the 
questionnaire,  there  were  thirteen  Cub  Packs,  twenty-nine 
Scout  Troops  and  ten  Explorer  Posts, 

2.  Eleven  of  the  Troops  were  sponsored  by  civic 
organizations,  ten  by  the  school,  one  by  the  Parent-Teacher 
Association,  and  two  were  co-sponsored  by  the  school  and 
civic  organizations.  Since  boy3  from  the  five  remaining 
schools  were  integrated  with  youngsters  of  the  different 
Troops  in  the  city,  no  particular  sponsor  was  indicated. 

There  was  a  definite  tendency  by  the  majority 
of  the  schools  to  employ  the  closed  Troop  method  of  organiza¬ 
tion.  Sc out 3  from  twenty- two  of  the  schools  participated 
in  closod  units,  while  boys  from  two  schools  were  members 
of  units  based  on  a  cooperative  plan  and  boys  from  fivo 
schools  were  integrated  with  boys  of  local  Troops* 

During  the  nine  month  period  from  September  1, 
195^#  to  May  30,  1955*  approximately  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
throe  to  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  blind  boys  were  register¬ 
ed  as  Boy  Scouts.  Banks  held  by  this  group  varied  from 
Tenderfoot  to  Eagle.  On  a  basis  of  assessing  a  value  of 
one  point  per  rank  earned  it  was  found  that  the  average 
Scout  had  completed  about  one-half  of  the  Second  Class 
Bank  in  September,  195^-*  By  May  30,  1955#  the  average  Scout 
had  completed  about  three -fourths  of  his  Second  Class  work. 
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Only  seven  of  the  twenty-four  schools  which  completed  the 
questionnaire  reported  that  their  highest  ranking  Scouts 
were  boys  with  some  vision. 

5>.  Scouts  of  the  average  Troop  held  ranks  which 
were  slightly  superior  to  those  ranks  held  by  the  average 
Scout  based  on  the  advancement  of  the  entire  group.  Among 
the  schools  -that  sponsored  Explorer  Posts,  there  was  only 
an  increase  of  .21  average  rank  points  by  members  of  the 
Scout  Troop  as  compared  to  an  increase  of  .34-  average  rank 
points  by  schools  not  sponsoring  an  Explorer  Post. 

6.  In  May  of  1955#  South  Dakota,  Alabama,  and 
Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia),  reported  outstanding  records 
of  achievement  among  schools  which  did  not  sponsor  an 
Exploring  Program  while  advancement  records  revealed  that 
New  Mexico,  California,  and  Oklahoma  were  outstanding 
among  schools  with  Explorer  Posts.  Even  though  Mississippi 
and  Texas  did  not  report  achievement  records  equal  to  those 
posted  by  the  three  highest  schools  In  each  of  the  groups, 
it  was  noted  that  these  schools  were  among  the  group  with 
the  greatest  increase  of  advancement  during  the  nine  month 
period.  Five  of  the  schools ;  Kansas,  New  York  (Batavia), 
North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  and  Virginia  either  showed  no 
increase  or  an  actual  decrease  in  average  rank  for  their 
units.  It  was  felt  that  this  factor  was  a  result  of  increase 


erf}  froJeJqisoo  rfoltfw  al<  *dom  «dj  Y©  navr*  ^XnO 


**14tu>  ««<*  o  ctn*  aan*  /£>»  rtf  no  £>g»3Atf  tfir oo2 


G’tedrtecs  *£c  a  si.foq  rac  <  ^reya  IS.  Tj  <  aaeToni  ns 


■ 


balaevr^  abiooo*i  tfn^a&onavbA  ellrffc  «*l5orrt  yi.taoIqxS 


■'  X.B  :■  e  ■■  Jrfa,  STCf. 


dc  w  qrov?  ail*  foaomm  bterr  eloc^o®  e«  ?i»rW  edw  41 


t(i  1**4  * I  oY  vr«1  ,a£fm  jr.:o  .a  f  f?  :o  ?.  >  •"  .,  ol**q 


0  1  ftov-omi  «t>  JI»  a  J  1.'  •  !kna  ,,  :  0  ,*  /ortb  tori 

}  ‘  C  .  1  ■  J  0-T  ©'  -  !<  .  .-  r.  '  t  ,  "  •:.  .-  ■•*  s  .  ...  v  ij.-v  • 

i  '  J  <.  r  *  "  ?  i  ,  j 


71 

in  membership  and  graduation  of  boys  into  the  Explorer  Pro¬ 
gram. 

7.  A  study  of  the  advancement  records  of  Troop  8 
at  The  Texas  School  for  the  Blind  revealed  that  advancement 
varied  greatly  from  year  to  year.  There  was  some  indication 
that  variation  of  this  type  was  linked  with  features  such  as 
administration,  organization,  leadership,  facilities,  and 
equipment , 

8.  There  was  some  question  as  to  which  school 
for  the  blind  has  had  a  Scout  Troop  for  the  longest  period 
of  time.  According  to  the  data  which  wore  collected  for 
this  study,  Batavia,  Hew  York  lias  load  a  Troop  for  forty- 
five  years,  Kentucky  for  forty-four  years  and  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  for  forty- three  years.  It  was  found  that 
Scouting  has  been  a  part  of  the  program  of  the  twenty-four 
schools  surveyed  for  an  average  of  more  than  twenty  years. 

9.  In  May  1955*  l,l64  boys  of  Scout  age,  eleven 
through  eighteen  years,  attended  the  twenty-four  schools 
which  completed  the  questionnaire  and  of  this  number  four 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  or  forty  per  cent,  were  Boy  Scouts. 
This  figure  did  not  include  Cub  Scouts  or  Explorer  Scouts. 

10.  An  average  of  4*^8  members  served  on  each  of 
the  Troop  Committees  and  three  schools;  Maryland,  Hew 
Mexico,  and  Ohio  reported  parent  participation  in  this 
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capacity*  Nine  committees  met  when  needed,  seven  monthly, 
five  quarterly,  one  annually,  and  two  were  inactive* 

Members  from  eight  of  the  committees  did  not  participate  in 
planning  activitios  such  as  Courts  of  Honor  and  Hoards  of 
Review. 

11.  The  combined  service  of  the  twenty- four 
Scoutmasters  totaled  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  years  or 
an  average  of  6.1?  years  of  service  oach.  Service  records 
of  Michael  !-!.  Goldberg  of  New  York  (Batavia),  with  thirty- 
nine  years  experience,  S.  J.  Richie  of  Kentucky,  with  thirty- 
five  years,  and  George  Bud gen  of  California,  with  twenty- 
eight  years  were  of  particular  interest. 

12.  A  study  of  other  leadership  revealed  that 
there  wa3  an  average  of  two  Assistant  Scoutmasters  for 
each  Troop  and  .50  Junior  Assistant  Scoutmasters  for  each 
Troop.  This  leadership  was  obtained  from  the  following 
sources;  (1)  from  the  school’s  professional  staff  by  eight 
schools,  (2)  from  the  school  in  cooperation  with  local 
organizations  by  eight  schools,  and  (3)  from  the  community 
and  local  organizations  by  eight  of  the  schools.  Seventeen 
of  the  Troops  reported  that  their  loaders  had  participated 
in  training  courses  sponsored  by  local  Scout  Organizations 
and  seven  of  the  Troops  revealed  a  need  for  additional 
leadership. 
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13*  It  was  found  that  an  average  of  7*29  days  and 
5* nights  per  year  wore  spent  at  camp  by  the  Troops  sur¬ 
veyed.  Eighty-six  boys,  or  about  nineteen  per  cent  of  the 
group,  attended  summer  camp.  This  group  was  comprised  of 
boys  from  ten  different  Troops.  Fifty-seven  of  the  eighty- 
six  boys  who  went  to  summer  camp  attended  with  visually 
handicapped  boys  while  twenty-nine  of  the  Scouts  attended 
camp  with  sighted  youngsters.  Although  the  group  that 
attended  summer  camp  with  sighted  youngsters  was  in  a 
minority,  it  was  noted  that  these  Scouts  came  from  six  of 
the  ten  Troops  that  participated  in  the  summer  camp  pro¬ 
gram. 

14.  Scout  meetings  were  held  weekly  by  twenty- 
three  of  the  twenty-four  schools  which  completed  the 
questionnaire  and  one  of  the  schools,  Ohio,  reported  that 
Scout  meetings  were  held  semi-weekly.  Meetings  were  held 
in  rooms  specifically  designated  for  this  purpose  by  nineteen 
of  the  schools  while  five  of  the  schools  reported  that 
meetings  were  held  in  rooms  which  had  been  primarily  desig¬ 
nated  for  other  purposes.  Twenty- two  of  the  schools  stated 
that  the  Patrol  Method  wa3  employed* 

15>*  Only  twelve  of  the  schools  reported  specific 
modif icatlons  of  requirements.  Map  Sketching  and  Heading, 
Trailing  and  Stalking,  Compass  Reading,  Measuring,  Wood  Loro, 
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Wild  Life,  Observation,  Knot  Tying,  and  Swimming  were  re¬ 
quirements  which  wore  listed  as  requiring  modification. 

Four  of  the  schools  indicated  that  no  modifications  wore 

made* 

16.  Boards  of  Review  and  Courts  of  Honor  were 
held  at  indefinite  intervals  by  six  of  the  schools  while 
these  activities  were  held  in  the  remaining  schools  as 
follows;  (1)  when  necessary  by  five  schools,  (2)  monthly 
by  one  school,  (3)  quarterly  by  four  schools,  (Iq. )  Boards 
of  Review  monthly  with  Courts  of  Honor  quarterly  by  three 
schools,  (5)  Board  of  Review  semi-annually  with  Court  of 
Honor  annually  by  one  school,  (6)  Board  of  Review  quarterly 
with  Court  of  Honor  annually  by  one  school,  (7)  Board  of 
Review  when  necessary  with  Court  of  Honor  annually  by  one 
school,  (8)  Board  of  Review  scheduled  indefinitely  with 
Court  of  Honor  monthly  by  one  school,  and  (9)  Board  of 
RovIoy/  monthly  with  Court  of  Honor  bi-monthly  by  one  school. 

17*  Only  three  schools,  Indiana,  Louisiana  (Colored), 
and  Honolulu,  reported  an  insufficient  amount  of  camping 
equipment  for  a  short-term  camp#  It  was  noted  that  all 
three  of  the  foregoing  schools  also  were  among  the  group 
of  schools  which  were  below  average  in  days  and  nights  of 
camping.  With  the  exception  of  Indiana,  New  York  (Hew  York), 
and  Honolulu,  camping  equipment  was  purchased  primarily 
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for  tho  use  of  tho  Scout  Troop  and  boys  in  fourteen  of  the 
schools  helped  to  purchase  this  equipment* 

18.  In  May  of  1955#  tlxroo  hundred  and  twenty  - 
seven  of  the  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  blind  Scouts  who 
v/ere  members  of  the  Troops  surveyed  wore  the  Scout  Uniform. 
Data  which  were  presented  earlier  in  this  study  indicated 
that  boys  from  3even  of  the  schools  either  purchased  or 
3hared  In  the  purchase  of  these  uniforms.  These  uniforms 
were  purchased  by  the  boys  in  four  Troops,  by  the  school 

in  four  Troops,  by  Lions1  Clubs  in  3ix  Troops,  and  by  the 
boys  and  the  school  in  three  Troops.  Uniforms  were  ac¬ 
quired  by  donation  in  two  Troops  while  uniforms  were  ac¬ 
quired  partly  by  school  and  partly  by  donation  in  another 
Troop. 

19.  Only  thirteen  of  the  Troops  surveyed  reported 
use  of  the  Troop  Budget  Plan. 

20.  Data  presented  in  this  study  revealed  that 
seventeen  of  the  twenty- four  Troops  had  Troop  libraries. 


I 


’ 


'■  •'  •'«>’  •»  •».  10  •*«'»  -  «•*  ,1  to,, 

«•'  ■•;<  fl-»  ,«qcoiT  ;  r.  n I  MnejtJ  yd  ,8qootT  ,«>«] 


'  '  •  1  ■  -  hr.  s  ET’od 


W 


f. -  /**=•«  mi  sji  ijKM  iJ-ilM 


•'*  ‘  '  '  «■>*■■'  <  ■  li  ;X.  j  .  .x 


. 


•  "  :  :  tT  >*•  •'.©os?  -O'  -  V,  <i  ■  ,  wo  Jaov-oe 


. 


76 


Conclusions  and  Recommendations 

Even  though  there  may  be  many  just  criticisms 
of  methods  and  techniques  employed  by  this  study,  it  v/as 
felt  that  the  study  v/as  conducted  and  completed  with 
some  degree  of  success.  3cout  programs  of  residential 
schools  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  and  Hawaii 
were  studied,  analyzed,  and  compared.  Some  of  the  weak¬ 
nesses  and  desirable  features  were  discovered  and  presented. 
On  a  basis  of  these  findings  other  conclusions  were  as 
follows : 

1#  For  more  than  four  decades,  residential 
schools  for  the  blind  have  provided  for  the  wise  use  of 
leisure  time  through  participation  in  Scout  activities. 

2.  Types  of  units,  sponsorship  and  type  of 
organization  were  practices  that  varied  from  school  to 
school,  and  it  wa3  concluded  that  no  one  of  these  practices 
best  suited  all  residential  schools  for  the  blind. 

3*  Despite  the  fact  that  achievement  records 
were  not  the  solo  means  for  determining  the  success  of  a 
Troop,  it  was  felt  that  these  records  did  indicate  progress 
of  a  Troop. 

4.  It  was  concluded  that  an  active  Troop  com¬ 
mittee  contributed  much  that  enabled  many  of  the  units  to 
function  in  an  efficient  and  successful  manner. 
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5.  Quantity,  quality,  and  training  of  leadership 
also  were  factors  that  seemed  to  determine  success  of  a 
Troop* s  program. 

6*  It  was  be 1 loved  that  an  Insufficient  number 
of  days  and  nights  of  camping  was  partially  responsible 
for  the  poorer  achievement  records  posted  by  some  of  the 

Troops. 

7.  The  study  revealed  that  a  definite  time  for 
meetings,  a  room  primarily  designated  for  the  purpose  and 
the  Patrol  Method  were  valuable  practices  employed  by  most 
of  tho  Troops. 

8.  Although  there  seemed  to  be  some  necessity 
for  modification  of  achievement  requirements,  it  was 
evident  that  no  universal  method  of  modifications  was  in 
use. 

9.  While  there  was  no  conclusive  evidence  that 
achievement  ro cords  wore  low  as  a  result  of  infrequent 
Boards  of  Review  and  Courts  of  Honor,  it  was  felt  that  & 
definite  time  and  place  for  these  activities  should  bo 
designated. 

10.  There  was  some  evidence  that  Scouts  who 
shared  in  the  purchase  of  equipment,  uniforms,  and  supplies, 
wore  more  likely  to  develop  traits  such  as  appreciation, 
pride,  independence,  and  enthusiasm. 
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On  a  basis  of  findings  and  conclusions  presented 
in  this  study,  the  following  recommendations  were  made: 

1.  Scouting  should  be  continued  and  expanded  in 
all  residential  schools  for  the  blind* 

2.  Data  relating  to  advancement  which  have  been 
presented  In  this  study  may  bo  used  as  a  guide  to  determine 
the  success  of  the  Scout  Program* 

3*  It  was  recommended  that  a  detailed  survey 
as  to  modification  of  achievement  requirements  b©  made  and 
that  a  system  of  universal  modification  should  be  adapted* 

4*  Opportunity  for  participation  in  more  days 
and  nights  of  camping  should  be  provided. 

5*  An  active  Troop  Committee  of  four  or  five 
men  should  be  organised  to  help  with  planning  and  executing 
Scout  activities  such  as  regular  Boards  of  Review  and 
Courts  of  Honor* 

6.  It  also  was  recommended  that  all  Troops 
should  have  a  minimum  of  two  Assistant  Scoutmasters  and 
a  like  number  of  Junior  Assistant  Scoutmasters. 

7*  An  opportunity  to  participate  in  local  train¬ 
ing  courses  should  be  afforded  to  all  new  adult  leaders* 

8*  The  practice  of  regular  meetings  in  which 
the  Patrol  Method  of  organization  is  utilized  should  be 
continued. 
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9*  All  boys  should  be  encouraged  to  share  In 
tho  purchasing  of  uniforms,  supplies,  and  equipment, 

10,  It  is  recommended  that  all  Troops  continue 
to  acquire  equipment  and  supplies  such  as  camping  equip¬ 
ment  and  library  books. 
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APPENDIX  A 


1#  Recipients  of  Questionnaire 
2.  Letter  sent  to  Recipients 
3#  Questionnaire 
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RECIPIENTS  OF  QUESTIONNAIRE 


^Alabama  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
^Arizona  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
-^Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind 
^California  School  for  the  Blind 
^Colorado  School  for  the  Doaf  and  Blind 
^Florida  School  for  the  Doaf  and  Blind 

^Frances  Blend  Blind  and  Sight-Saving  School,  Los  Angelo 
California 

^Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind 
Idaho  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
^Illinois  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School 
•^Indiana  School  for  the  Blind 
Iowa  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School 
•^Kansas  School  for  the  Blind 
-^Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind 
ttLaVelle  School  for  the  Blind,  New  York 
^Louisiana  State  School  for  Blind  Negroes 
Louisiana  State  School  for  the  Blind 
‘'♦Maryland  School  for  the  Blind 
Michigan  School  for  the  Blind 
Minnesota  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School 
^Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind 
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Missouri  School  for  tha  Blind 
^Montana  School  for  the  Blind 
^Hobraska  School  for  the  Blind 

-h-Now  Mexico  School  for  tho  Visually  Handicapped 
-"-New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
#Hew  York  State  School  for  the  Blird 
-"♦North  Carolina  School  for  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf 
ttNorth  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind 
#Ohio  School  for  the  Blind 
Oklahoma  Consolidated  Negro  Institution 
-"-Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind 
^Oregon  State  School  for  tho  Blind 

tf-Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
■^Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind 
#Royer-Oreaves  School  for  the  Blind,  Paoli,  Pennsylvania 
South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
tfSouth  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind 
^-Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind 
Texas  Blind,  Deaf  and  Orphan  School 
tf'fexas  School  for  the  Blind 
Utah  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
^-Virginia  School  for  tho  Deaf  and  Blind 
^Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind 
-*\7est  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  tho  Blind 
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2116  Lawnmont  Avenue 
Austin  5#  Texas 
Hay  7,  1955 


Dear  _ : 

For  the  past  ten  years  I  have  been  active  and  have  had  a 
personal  interest  in  Scouting  at  The  Texas  School  for  the 
Blind.  As  a  result  of  this  interest,  I  decided  to  make  a 
study  of  Scouting  in  all  of  the  schools  for  the  blind  in 
the  nation  for  my  masters*  thesis. 

Thi3  study  is  being  made  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  William 
G.  Wolfo  at  The  University  of  Texas.  A  great  amount  of 
vory  helpful  information  has  been  contributed  by  Mr.  William 
E.  Allon,  Superintendent,  Texas  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  local  Scout  offico. 

I  am  sending  you  a  questionnaire  which  I  would  appreciate 
your  completing  and  returning  to  no  in  the  enclosed  return 

envelope. 


Vory  truly  yours. 


Enc. 


Charles  R.  Young 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Nam©  of  individual  completing  questionnaire _ _ _ . 

Posi  tion _ _ _ _ . 

Place  an  (x)  in  tho  blank  which  applies  to  your  school. 

1.  V/e  have  a  cub  pack _ ,  scout  troop _ ,  an  explorer 

post _ . 

2.  Our  boys  participate  In  the  program  as  a  closed  troop  at 

the  school _ ,  co-operative  troop  (sponsored  by  the  school 

with  some  membership  from  the  community ,  scouts  belong 

to  outside  troops  in  the  city _ * 

Please  fill  In  the  following  blanks: 

3*  V/e  have  had  a  scouting  program  in  our  school  for _ years. 

4*  Our  troop  is  number _ ,  sponsored  by _  , 

in  the  city  of_ _ _ ,  state  of _ . 

5.  Last  September _ boys  were  registered  in  our  troop.  There 

were _ tenderfoot  scouts, _ second  class  scouts , 

first  class  scout3,  and  above  first  class. 

6.  In  May  of  this  year  we  had  tenderfoot  scouts. 

second  class  scouts, _ first  class  scouts,  and _ 

above  first  class. 

7.  There  are  boys  in  our  school  of  scout  age,  (8-18). 

8.  How  many  members  are  on  your  troop  committee? 

9.  Does  the  troop  committee  assist  in  the  planning  of  activities 
such  as  the  court  of  honor?  Yes  No 
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10.  How  many  members  of  your  troop  committee  ar©  parents  of  the 

scouts? _ 

11.  How  often  does  your  committee  meet?  Monthly _ _ ,  Quarter¬ 
ly  .  Other _ 

12*  Our  scoutmaster  is  ( name )  _ _  and 

has  served  in  this  capacity  for _ years  * 

13»  We  have _ assistant  scoutmasters.  Vie  also  have 

junior  assistant  scou  trass  tors. 

1 lj.*  Does  the  school’s  professional  staff  serve  as  adult  leaders? 
Yes  Ho  Or  is  leadership  obtained  from  some  other 

source?  Yes_ _ No_ _ •  If  from  outside  source,  where? 


l£.  Have  your  adult  leaders  participated  in  training  courses 

sponsored  by  your  local  scout  council?  Yes  Ho _ _ 

16.  Does  your  troop  have  enough  adult  leadership  to  give  the 

scouts  individual  attention  when  needed?  Yes  No _ 

17*  IIow  many  days  and  nights  of  camping  do  your  scouts 
participate  in? 

16.  How  many  of  your  boys  attended  camp  last  summer? 

These  scouts  attended  camp  with  normal  seeing  scouts_ _ , 

with  visually  handicapped  scouts _ 

19*  How  often  does  your  troop  meet?  Weekly  Monthly 

0  the  r  _ _ 

20.  Does  your  troop  have  a  room  of  its  own  where  meetings  are 
held?  Yes  No 


r:o  0^no-i  ,ci  tco  'coh>*  .(  r  j  lo  f.^dmofr  v-or  o’!  •OX 


’CiJjLJOOJ 


t*«M(  o  :  oo  1UOX  8  ob  o  «fOrr  •  Zl 


jtorfJO  , 


tol  iilr'J  «i  b  ivnet  tad 


■ 


, c  9.  k  I  *x  >lru !t 


frxebaol  dlub*  6*  'Hai*  I,iool«ae  | 

*  a  ‘  co  ' :  •  -  '■  -•  ’■■  ■  ». 


. 


t/: 


1  {;  :)  3  woo-  c  1  *• -10  -nc  i* 


od  aal  Jluba  d:  •  r 


a^ab  tn  wa  won  .TI 
vxt.l  st^q  :.*  tj'iaq 


a^ifooc  bsqcao  »au1  ^XXauelv  i«*lw 


fl 

•jeri^O 


*r'£ 


94 


21. 

22. 


Do  you  use  the  patrol  method?  Yes. 


No 


23 


24. 


2?. 


26. 


27. 


20. 


29. 


List  the  requirements  that  must  be  modified  In  order  that 
boys  might  advance. 

1. _ _  2. _ 

_ 4* _ 


3.. 

5.. 

7.. 
9v 


6*. 
.  0., 
10. 


How  often  do  you  hold  a  board  of  review?  Weekly, 
Mon  thly _ Qu  arte  rly _ 0  the  r _ _ 


Kow  often  do  you  have  a  court  of  honor?  Monthly, 
Quarterly _ Other _ _ _ _ 


Are  your  highest  ranking  scouts  boys  who  have  some  vision? 
Yes _ No _ 

Does  your  troop  have  enough  equipment  for  a  successful 
short  term  camp?  Yes _ No,. _ 

Was  your  camping  equipment  purchased  primarily  for  the  use 
of  your  scout  troop?  Yes _ No _ 

Did  your  scouts  earn  any  of  the  money  used  to  purchase 

your  troop  equipment?  Yes _ NO _ , 

Does  youi*  troop  operate  on  tho  troop  budget  plan?  Yes 

No 


30.  Ilow  many  of  your  boys  have  scout  uniforms?. 


1 


...  -  ■  . 


i  O'  n  1  .  r 


^  r<  *  t  •  c:  ~  i  u  r-i  erf.  Ja  J  ,SS 

o 


. 


- - - .C 


-  *-XM 


lo  .  ;  J  i  ioi’  ;•  c>  j  «  fr:o  ,£S 


, 


'‘■J  eK  ->  r  n  fiv:ci  eiiJGOz  nl  :r.vx  l  ror  et/  .^3 


o:r 


*  *  ?  ti  i  <  rw  «  lf;>.  -tOf  n;;  t#0 C  .  >S 


tfoo'x.  Juooe  ujo  ':o 


Vihicvf  /!;.  .."fj  *urot 


r.B  q  «  o  thu  qoc‘i:  ©/  r  no  6)b^q<  o  qo  ni  'u/<  7  eooCT 


to  .  '1/  ‘I 


31.  Are  these  uniforms  purchased  by  the  school?  Yes_ 

l<o _  Or  by  the  boys?  Yes _ No _ 

32.  Doo 3  your  troop  have  a  scout  library?  Yea  No 
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COPY  OF  LETTER  SENT  TO  BARKY  K.  EBY 


2116  Lawnraont  Avenue 
Austin  S,  Texas 
October  IS,  1954 


Harry  K.  Eby 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

2  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Mr*  Eby: 

At  present  I  am  collecting  material  for  a  masters 1  thesis 
at  the  University  of  Texas*  For  a  number  of  years  I  have 
been  Interested  in  and  worked  with  Scouting  in  schools  for 
the  blind*  As  a  result  of  this  interest  I  chose  to  make  a 
study  in  which  I  would  survey  and  compare  Scouting  in  the 
schools  for  the  blind* 

Herb  Gaskin,  our  Scout  Executive  for  the  Capitol  Area 
Council  has  boon  very  helpful  in  the  collection  of  this 
material*  lie  suggested  that  I  write  to  you  in  order  to 
obtain  roateriol  on  a  national  level.  I  am  particularly 
interested  in  any  history  of  Scouting  for  the  blind  or  in 
schools  for  the  blind.  Information  concerning  outstanding 
achievements  of  blind  Scouts  would  also  be  very  helpful. 

If  there  is  any  literature  in  this  area  that  you  are 
familiar  with  T  would  appreciate  your  suggesting  it. 

Since  I  am  actively  engaged  in  work  for  the  blind  and  at 
present  am  Scoutmaster  at  The  Texas  School  for  the  Blind, 

I  feel  certain  that  this  study  will  mean  more  to  me  and  my 
Scouts  than  just  a  piece  of  research. 

Any  assistance  that  you  can  give  me  will  b©  greatly 
appreciated. 

Very  truly  yours. 


C.  R.  Young 
Scoutmaster,  Troop  8 
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COPY  OF  letter  RECEIVED  FROM  HARRY  K.  EEY 


2  Park  Avenue 

New  York  l6,  New  York 

October  27 ,  1954 


Mr.  C.  R,  Young 
Scoutmaster,  Troop  8 
2116  L&wnmont  Avenue 
Austin  5#  Texas 

Dear  Mr.  Young: 

I  was  delighted  to  get  your  recent  letter  dealing  with 
your  interest  in  Scouting  with  the  blind  and  I  am  glad  that 
our  mutual  friend.  Herb  Gaskin,  gave  you  my  name. 

Last  year  when  I  was  in  Austin  I  probably  not  you.  I 
recall  that  Herb  and  I  were  going  down  tho  street  and  saw 
your  Troop  loading  on  the  school  bus  for  ono  of  their 
camping  trips,  v/o  3tood  on  the  sidewalk  and  talked  with 
the  Scoutmaster  and  several  of  tho  boys.  As  I  recall,  a 
couple  of  your  boys  went  to  the  National  Jamboree. 

It  w&3  good  to  hear  of  your  work  on  a  masters’  thesis 
at  The  University  of  Texas  which  you  are  hoping  to  devote 
to  the  subject  of  Scouting  with  the  blind.  This  will  make 
a  fascinating  subject  and  I  want  to  help  in  every  way  I 

can. 


For  your  information  I  am  giving  you  a  directory  of 
about  400  Scout  Units  of  physically  handicapped  boys  and 
a  collection  of  reprints  dealing  with  this  subject.  Among 
these  you  will  notice  several  reprints  on  Scouting  with 
the  blind  taken  from  various  magazines,  including  the 
Kiwani3  Magazine  and  tho  Saturday  Evening  Post. 

You  probably  know  that  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  in  Louisville,  Kentucky  publishes  a  Scout  Handbook 
in  Braille  which  has  been  available  for  many  years.  I 
understand  from  our  editorial  people  that  they  also  plan 
to  publish  various  Cub  books  in  Braille  but  arc  now  waiting 
until  a  current  revision  has  boen  completed. 
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This  information  may  be  of  some  ho Ip  to  you  but  I  would 
also  surest  that  you  write  to  various  state  schools  for  the 
blind  or  other  groups  which  sponsor  Boy  Scout  Troops  for  the 
blind, 

A3  your  thesis  progresses,  please  let  me  know  if  I  can 
help  in  any  way. 


Sincerely  yours, 

BOY  SCOUTS  OP  AMERICA 


KKK : eb 
Enclosures 


Harry  K*  Eby,  Director 
School  Relationships 
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Census  Data: 

N ame :  Charles  Robert  Young 
Place  of  Birth:  Port  Arthur,  Texa3 
Date  of  Birth:  June  21,  1922 
Father* 3  name:  Irving  Washington  Young 
Mother’ s  name:  Erna  NItsche  Young 
Date  of  Marriages  November  21,  1945 
Wife’s  Namo:  Kathryn  Batey  Young 
Son’s  Name:  Thomas  Irving  Young 

Schools  Attended: 

Texas  School  for  the  Blind 
The  University  of  Texas,  194^-45 

The  University  of  Texas,  Summer  Sessions,  194&»  194? » 

194-8,  1949,  19.90,  1993,  1994.  1999,  1996. 

Degree  held: 

Bachelor  of  Science  in  Physical  Education  received  in 
June,  19^5  from  The  University  of  Texas 

Experience  as  Teacher: 

Texas  School  for  the  Blind,  Austin,  Texas,  1945-56 

Permanent  Address: 

2116  Lawnmont  Avenue 
Austin  $,  Texas 


Mrs*  Charles  R*  Young 
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